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Gn take Christ as my Guide 

On make God's will, mine 

Go read my Bible earh day 

On pray daily 

On give cheerfully of my income 
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Gn attend more regularly the church 
services 

Co be loyal to the League and its 
program 

Cn use my talents in Gis service 

Ca bring cheerfulness and goodmill 
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Go make Christ known to others 


Happy New Year 
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NEW WEEKDAY MATERIAL 


for 
Intermediate and Senior Groups 


Prepared under the auspices of The Parish ‘and 
Church School Board 


THE CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH SERIES 


i The Christian Youth Series covers the field 
ba ve of BEN EN and weekday materials for the 

youth division. It is prepared for two age groups 
—lIntermediate and Senior. 

The general aim of this series is to provide 
enrichment material supplementary to the Sunday 
School courses, for the groups indicated. The 
work is usable with any type of group of the 
roper age. The Senior units may easily be used 
or older groups. 


The regular units comprise ten sessions, un- 
dated, and’ may be used daily, weekly, or in any 
other way desired. There is no specific order in 
the units, and after a number have been issued 
they may be used in such order as is found de- 
sirable. Units are to be issued about every ten 
weeks, until four have been issued each twelve 
months. : 


Included in each of the regular ten-session 
units is the leadet’s book, and a workbook which 
is to be placed in the hands of each member of the 
group. 


Regular Ten-Session Units 


Intermediate Units 
“THIS IS MY CHURCH” 


By Ernestine Sammons Jones 


“BIBLE CHALLENGES” 
By Paul C. White 


Senior Units 
“THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN 


IN PUBLIC” 
By Milton Albert Haker 


“WE WOULD SEE JESUS” 
By Bernice H. Moose 
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Special Twelve-Session Unit 


YOUTH LEARNS TO 
KNOW THE 
CHURCH AT LARGE 


By Bernice H. Moose and F. E. Reinartz 


This twelve-session unit covers the causes and 
agencies of the Church. The material of the indi- 
vidual sessions may be used, from time to time, in 
conjunction with the regular ten-session units to 
complete a quarter’s work; or the unit may be 
used as a complete course of its own with daily, 
weekly, or monthly sessions. 


Each leader should be supplied with a copy of 
this unit at the outset, so that its material will be 
at hand for use as required. No workbooks are 
ecaneuiees in this twelve-session unit, only a leader’s 
ook, 


Introductory Price 


_  Leader’s Book, 35 cents. Workbook, 20 cents; 
in quantities of 6 or more, to one address, 15 
cents. 


Sample Packet 


Including the first Twelve-Session Unit, and 
Leader’s Book and Workbook of the first Inter- 
mediate and Senior Units, $1.00. 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 
1228-1234 Spruce St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


oh 


wae 


“The Church must remove the clouds of doubt, 


cynicism and despair by proclaiming a greater 
faith in God, in ourselves and our fellowmen” 
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1940 is a Leap Year; that means romance. The Missionary Program: of The 
Luther League of America and The United Lutheran Church in America is filled with 
romantic adventures. This year we should emphasize the activities of missionaries 
throughout the whole Church so that we do not miss the adventure in missions. In 
this way we may open the window of the heart to the needs of youth throughout the 
world for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our Boys’ School Project in Liberia “ought to 
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open the windows of our hearts to the missionary opportunities presented in the Dark om 

Continent. Let us all plan to assist our League in the presentation of the Missionary 4 
5 Program for January 28th, and thereby serve the Church by inviting the entire con- oF 
aS gregation to be present to listen to the special service, “Eight Days in a Hammock.” SF 
RB Be 
Fr 1940 is an Election Year; that means new platforms as compared to the old plat- oe 
= forms. The Educational Program of The Luther League of America will move along of 
ES its present basis until September when the new program will go into effect. This new os 
BS plan will be organized in keeping with the trend of present day education in the a 
I) Church. New topics for the different age groups will serve all the youth of the Church S 
oe and provide for the instruction of Lutheran Youth in “The Whole Program of the oF 
e Whole Church.” This calls for opening the window of the mind to the needs of youth Se 
re throughout the world, for wisdom to use their knowledge and skill for the building of od 
El a better world and the establishment of the Kingdom of God. This year The Luther S 
BS League of America has prepared a reading course of five books which, if read by all SF 
pS Leaguers, will open the windows of their minds to better reading habits, better dis- & 
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cussions, and better devotional meetings. A new sense of learning may prevail. 
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1940 is the 40th year of the 20th century; that means the beginning of a new 
decade. It is like beginning anew in the service of the Master. The Life Service Pro- 
gram of The Luther League of America will aid to challenge youth through new op- 
portunities for service in the Church, the community and the home. This calls for 
opening the window of the soul to the needs of youth for regeneration and motivation 
through service in worthwhile things. This year the Life Service Program should em- 
phasize the admonition of Jesus when He said “Inasmuch.” We should enlist as an 
“T? man. An “I” man is one who is prepared to supply a need whenever an oppor- 
tunity presents itself at any time, in any place, anywhere. In this way we may open 
the windows of the souls of our members to the possibilities of consecrated partici- 
pation in living an “abundant life” in Christ Jesus. 
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Sincerely, your President, 
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LUTIIER LEAGUE REVIEW 


She € Senvias 


“T had no idea that the Life Service Program was 
so far-reaching and influential in its effect for the future 
of the Church,” said a prominent clergyman, visiting a 
number of the sessions of the Long Beach Convention. 

His comment was one of the most encouraging state- 
ments made concerning the work of the Life Service 
Department of The Luther League of America. 

Life Service is following the normal course of de- 
velopment when it is growing so fast that it can only 
be truly evaluated by those who are studying it or are 
keeping it under cose observation. 

When inexperienced Luther Leaguers are first in- 
troduced to the department of Life Service, they readilv 
express their feelings by asking, “What is it all about?” 


Re-defining Life Service 
This seems to be an essential phase of the depart- 
ment’s work. It aids the new generation coming up into 
the ranks of the Luther League and it keeps the more 
mature Church leaders up to date with the rapidly ex- 
panding function of the program of Life Service. 


Life and Service 

The words Life and Service are two very meaning- 
ful words to the average American Youth. It is for- 
tunate that these two action words have been brought 
together in an attempt to give an adequate name to the 
department, which was brought into being in 1922. The 
twin sister department of the same date is the depart- 
ment of Missions. 


The Name Challenges 

From the standpoint of challenging words, no two 
carry more action meaning than Life and Service. Every 
thing that Youth does is a response to the call of Life 
and Youth’s desire for Life is just another way of sug- 
gesting that he wants action. When and where he fails 
to see action, he is quick to label parties, schools, con- 
gregations, and Luther Leagues dead. 

Service is a word representing meaning for the 
more mature and serious adult point of view. However, 
when Youth fails to see Service rendered by the Chris- 
tian adult, he marks it down without reflection as hy- 
pocrisy. The second word in the department’s name is 
therefore in order because Youth is challenged by the 
practical Christianity which he demands from adults. 


A Mental Picture 

A parishioner is reported to have commented that 
when his pastor preached a sermon he presented the 
characters of the Bible so realistic that they became alive 
again with action and purpose in their service to their 
Lord. That was one of the finest compliments that could 
be offered for a pastor and his sermons. The Leaguer 
who doesn’t know what Life Service is all about has 
never been given a mental picture of the department’s 
activity program. 

Duty, and Work of Life Service 

The Constitution of The Luther League of America 
points out the duty and work of this department in the 
words, “By directing the thought of the young people 
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Locking Chead in Life Service 


(Rev. Alfred J. Beil, Chairman, Life Service Committee) 


to the service of the Church, both as a vocation and as 
an avocation.” “It shall be the duty of the Life Service 
Secretary to secure from the ranks of The Luther League 
of America recruits for Life Service in the various de- 
partments of the Church at home and abroad.’ The 
duty and privilege of the Department is at once made 
very clear. 

From the beginning of Life Service work the most 
concise form of its cause has been presented under a 
list of Aims and Goals. 

Aims 

To create an appreciation of the value of life. 

To direct the thoughts of Luther Leaguers to the 
worth of a God-planned life. 

To encourage Luther Leaguers to plan their lives 
carefully, taking into consideration God’s plan and man’s 
need. 

To inspire tnose who have the proper talents to 
enter the ministry, the diaconate, mission field, parish 
work, or some other kind of full-time Christian work. 

To give vocational and avocational guidance. 

To stir up in our young people the desire to serve 
the master in their leisure time in whatever capacity it 
is possible. 

Goals 

A Life Service Secretary in every Luther League. 

A Life Service program, presenting the cause of the 
ministry, diaconate and mission field. 

Life Service Day observed the first Sunday in May. 

Every Luther Leaguer endeavoring to use his life to 
the best advantage to serve God and his fellowmen. 

Every Luther Leaguer regularly giving some time 
and talent for the work of the Kingdom. 


Life Service Recommendations Approved 

Three recommendations on Life Service were ap- 
proved by the Convention of The Luther League of 
America at Long Beach, California. The purpose back 
of recommendations was to keep clearly before the youth 
of the Church their responsibility to become full-time 
leaders of the Church or to become consecrated leaders 
in the life and work of the congregation. A close ex- 
amination of the following three recommendations should 
challenge the best Life Service effort of the Luther 
Leaguers of America. 

Recommendation No, 1—That the whole program of 
the Luther League be presented to the youth of the 
Church with such increased consecration and enthusiasm 
as to more effectively bring before a larger number the 
call and opportunity of full-time Christian Service in the 
Gospel Ministry, Missions, Diaconate and special par- 
ish work. 

Recommendation No. 2—That special ways and 
means be suggested by the Life Service Department for 
the giving of intensified support to the promotional pro- 
gram of The United Lutheran Church in America. 

Recommendation No. 3—That local Leagues and 
individual Leaguers be urged and aided by the Life Serv- 
ice program to help meet local congregational emergen- 
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cies with a greater consecration and a more generous 
investment of their leisure time, trained talent, expe- 
rienced leadership, and material possessions. 


Life Service Committee 

The responsibility for promoting the work of the 
department has been assigned to a committee. This 
committee has been charged with responsibility in cer- 
tain areas. Leaguers desiring promotional help should 
seek the counsel and assistance of their regional Life 
Service representative. 

Mildred Conard, Shenandcah Junction, West Virginia—Virginia, 
West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississippi. 

Andrew Dropko, 1641 E. 32nd St., Lorain, Ohio—Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan. 

Ethel Hockemeyer, 5 Wesson Ave., Charleston, South Carolina 
—North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. 

Sarah Leiter, 940 Oak Hill Ave., Hagerstown, Maryland— 
Maryland, New Jersey, New York and Connecticut. 

Ruth Neimeyer, 115 Mill St., Pittston, Pennsylvania—Pennsyl- 
vania and Canada. 

Alfred J. Beil, 5th and Harrison Sts., Topeka, Kansas. 

Remaining states not assigned to committee. 


ROADS TO GROWTH 


(Sarah Leiter, Member Life Service Committee, 
Luther League cf America) 

We who would lead others to lives of service must 
never fail to recognize that we cannot give the light to 
others unless our own lives show the radiancy which 
comes from consecration. We cannot share a strength of 
spirit and a depth of conviction which we do not feel 
ourselves. It is imperative that we as leaders in Life 
Service must grow toward the goal which challenges us 
if we are to be followers of Christ. One very de inite 
part of that goal has been set for us in the words of 
Christ as He restated one of the goals of His own liv- 
ing: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength.” 


How shall we reach this goal? One very popular 
way of reaching a goal tcday is by following a road—a 
toad which may or may not be of interest in itself but 
which is certainly of great importance because it takes 
us where we want to go. Down through the centuries 
man has follcwed certain roads in his attempt to reach 
the goal named above. Many of these roads have led 
nowhere; many of them have been long and devious 
routes which we would not wish to travel. But several 
of them have been tested by men again and again and 
have never failed to bring the individual closer to this 
all-consuming love of God. Shall not we as young people 
be sure to include among our “roads of growth” these 
ways to God which have become a part of our heritage? 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart”—and the road by which we grow to this love is 
Appreciation. Are you keenly alive, instantly sensitive 
to the unselfishness in the lives of others? Are you 
quick to praise—quick to see the hidden courage, the 
enduring patience, the sincere efforts of those around 
you? Do you rejoice inwardly if not outwardly at the 
unexpected beauty of a sunset, of the autumn coloring, 
of the miracles of color and light? Let this appreciation 
lead you to feel deep within you over and over again a 
sense of thanksgiving that God has included the fineness 
of these things in life. And in and through this thanks- 
giving, you will be loving God with all your heart. 
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“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy soul” 
—and the road by which we grow to this love is Worship. 
Of course you regularly attend a worship service, but 
do you really worship? Do you feel yourself with others 
giving praise and adoration to the Master whom you 
serve? Is God first during that service or are you? Do 
you come away feeling more sincere, more humble be- 
cause you have been in the presence of God Almighty? 
Do you daily renew that feeling? Is there a definite time 
in your life when you get in contact with God—when you 
realize in God’s presence that you are only a part of His 
plan but that you will faithfully fulfill your part to the 
best of your ability. We as individuas cannot fail to 
bow in the reverence of worship if we are to live the 
life of service. We cannot fail to “love God with all 
the soul.” 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
mind”—and the third road of growth is knowledge. Never 
has there been a time when it has been more important 
for us to know and understand others, not only our- 
selves, but those of other lands, those of other beliefs, 
and other interests. God is not a God of one people, 
and yet do we not sometimes live as if He is? We must 
know our Bibles, we must know our Christian ‘eliefs, 
but we must then know others in the light of t is knowl- 
edge. Surely as we study God’s handiwerk, as we learn 
to know His people, we chall be learning to love our 
Ged with all our minds. 


And lastly, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy strength”’—and strength comes most surely by 
the road of suffering. There are degrees of suffering, of 
course, but we as young people need to face the fact that 
for each of us Life is going to present situations, ex- 
peiiences and choices which will involve some kind of 
suffering—physical, mental, spiritual—much or little— 
but there will be suffering. We will meet difficulties and 
what we do when we meet them is the surest test of 
whether we as individuals have developed those necessary 
spiritual resources. Can you take it? Have you been 
tried and have you stood the test? If you haven't been 
tried, are you standing fast—ready to live your Chris- 
tian convictions in faith and truth and love when the 
occasion demands? Suffering, young people can anil 
must bring to us as Christians a strength which will be 
a fundamental part of the love which we have for God. 


Appreciation, Worship, Knowledge, Suffering—are 
they, have they been a part of your life? Have they 
brought you closer to the love of God? Are you growing 
toward a love which surrenders your heart and soul and 
mind and strength to God? Only as we so grow, only 
as we feel this conviction within our own lives, can we 
hope to work for Christ is calling others to Life Service- 


USING WHAT IS OURS 


“Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 

He has no feet but our feet 

To lead men in His ways; 

He has no tongue but our tongues 
To tell men how He died; 

He has no help but our help 

To bring them to His side.” 
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Calendar Party 


By Esther Bachofer 
and Connie Strandwitz 


Invitation 
Luther Leaguers, listen here, 
There are just twelve months in a year, 
Aideon sthisncomiti gin -eceence cre ae night, 
We'll find the best in each all right. 
At our Calendar Party be sure to appear, 
It'll be an evening remembered all year. 
At the Church—at 8:00 o'clock. 


Games representing each month. Before starting 
these games, the guests should be divided into three 
groups. Have all those born in the first four months of 
the year form one group, those in the second four 
months the second group, and those in the last four 
months in the third group. If there is a great deal of 
difference in the numbers in these groups, changes 
should be made to make them number approximately the 
same. 

January 

A barrel hoop arranged to represent a holly wreath, 
with a bell suspended in it is hung in a suitable position. 
The leader will have cotton snowballs, which will be 
given to each group in turn. Every time a player throws 
the cotton snowball through the holly wreath without 
ringing the bell, it will count five points for his group. 

February 

A large number of red and white hearts have been 
hidden all over the room. At a signal from the leader 
all start hunting for the hearts, the girls for a white 
heart, and the boys for red hearts. Every heart found 
counts one point for the group finding it. 

March 

Have the three groups stand in line facing a goal. 
This goal should be twenty or twenty-five feet away. 
Have them run to the goal in the following manner, 
both in going up and coming back: Each one is required 
to take two steps forward and one step backward. Minc- 
ing steps are not allowed. The first one completes the 
run back and forth to the goal, touches the next one in 
line, and takes his place in the back of the line. The 
group finishing first wins five points. 


April 
The leader will announce that somewhere hidden in 
the room is a five-pound bag of peanuts, and that a 
handsome prize will be given to the one who finds it. 
After they have searched for a few moments, the leader 
then blows the whistle and says “April Fool!” 


May 
Two men are picked from each of the three groups. 
Each two sit down on the floor, back to back, and lock 
their arms. This may be tried also with the two sitting 
in chairs, back to back, with locked arms. At the sound 
of the whistle they are to get to their feet without un- 
locking their arms. The two who can accomplish this 

quickest win. Give ten points. 
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June 

Select four from each group. The first one in each 
group is given a folding chair, an umbrella, and a coy- 
ered bucket with a whistle in it. At the sound of the 
whistle the contestants race, one at a time, to goals 
drawn on the floor about twenty feet in front of each 
group. They unfold the chair and sit in it, raise the um- 
brella, open the bucket and take out the whistle and 
blow it, put the whistle back in the bucket and close it, 
shut up the umbrella, fold the chair, and race back and 
touch off the next one. The group finishing first wins 
25 points. 


July-August 
Picnic—at this point serve the refreshments. 


September 
Select one person from each group, preferably one 
who can sing. They are asked, one at a time, to sing 
the first verse of “My Country, ’Tis of Thee,” singing 
two words and omitting two words. The one who does 
it most successfully wins. Give 15 points to this group. 


October 

Have four persons from each group participate in 
this game, Give the first one in each group a paring 
knife and an apple. The first one is to peel the apple, 
the second must quarter it, the third cut out the core, 
and the fourth eat the apple. Number four should not 
start eating until number three has finished cutting the 
core from all four quarters. The group winning this 
game has earned ten points. 


November 

Choose one couple from each group and seat them 
facing each other. The girl is given a paper bag with 
20 pieces of candy corn in it. At a signal from the 
leader she is to open the bag and feed one piece of candy 
corn at a time to her partner. The others look on and 
root for their side. The couple finishing first wins for 
its side, and that group wins ten points. 


December 

One is selected from each group. That person ts 
given a cracker. He is told that he must eat the cracker 
and whistle “Jingle Bells.’ The one who first success- 
fully whistles the tune earns ten points for his side. 

The group receiving the largest number of points for 
the evening is declared the winner and a taffy given to 
each person in the group. 


Refreshments 
Cocoa with marshmallows and sandwiches. 
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THE OLD LODGE 


Grimly, Will Barton determined to begin the new year right even though his decision would 


cost him dearly. 


Then something unforseen happened. 


(JESSIE E, BAKER) 


the sleep from the corners of her eyes and 
jumped up. The gold of the sun was scattered 
across the floor. She had intended to get up early, for 
it was New Year’s Day. She sniffed the air. It was 
coffee that she smelled. Will was up, and had made 


(T°: a song in her heart, Mary Ann Barton batted 


coffee like he used to make over the log fire in their 


old lodge. 

They hadn’t been at the old lodge for so long. 
There had been so many things to think about and do. 
There was no time to go there. Besides, Aunt Viney, 
Will's aunt, who had come to them unannounced some 
time before, was now confined to her room with lame- 
ness. 

Mary Ann hurried downstairs. Will was not in the 
kitchen, but the coffee was hot, and the toast in the 
warming oven. Everything looked so good. Since they 
kept boarders to help with expenses, it was seldom that 
they had breakfast alone. Will was making a celebra- 
tion of it. Hearing his step outside, Mary Ann gave 
her hair a pat, then hurried to the kitchen door to be 
the first to call New Year’s greetings. But the words 
died on her lips when she saw the gray of his face. 
She stood waiting. She didn’t know what for, except 
for him to speak. 

“It’s happened, Mary Ann. On the twentieth the 
bank is going to sell our securities for that note. Here 
is the notice in the morning mail.” 


“No, surely there is some mistake. You had more 
than twice the value of the loan up at one time.” 

“IT know, but securities have gone down in value. 
I told the cashier that securities had lost their former 
value, that an honest man’s word was still good, that 
we would pay every cent of it; but he still insisted that 
I put up those papers on the eighty as additional 
security.” 

“Couldn’t you?” 

“T wouldn’t, because they would enforce settlement, 
as they are past due.” 

“But it would save your credit.” 

“According to man’s laws, yes, but that other law, 
Mary Ann—it would be a bad entry on the wrong side 
of the ledger. I can’t save myself at the expense of some 
one else. Caril has worked and slaved until he has paid 
more than half on that land.” 

“Are you sure the bank would take over the eighty?” 

“Mr. Dutner, the cashier, has wanted it for a long 
time to go with an adjoining eighty that he owns. Be- 
sides, they are pushing everybody for their loans.” 

“Come, let's eat. I’m starving for some of that good 
coffee,’ said Mary Ann. She saw the lines on Will’s face 
deepen as he bowed his head to give thanks, a custom 
they had followed ever since Thanksgiving, when a 
tramp had said grace on their doorstep. 

“Father,” it was Mary Ann’s voice, “I thank Thee 
for one who will not sacrifice another to save himself. 


We ask Thee to show us the way, for it is in our hearts 
to obey Thy will. Amen.” 

“That helps wonderfully, Mary Ann.” 

“And this coffee—it brings up memories of log 
fires in the old lodge. I can almost smell the wood 
burning now, and see Aunt Nacy Homer scrubbing the 
pots and kettles.” 

“That reminds me, Mr. Noel asked me about the 
lodge the other day. He and Mrs. Noel want to go 
down for a few days.” 

“When did he want to go?” 

“He spoke of going the first. That’s today.” 

“T’ve a keen idea. Let’s go down this morning. We 
can get up early tomorrow morning and come home, and 
they can stay as long as they want to. I’ll gather up 
some comforts and some bright cushions for those old 
rockers, and plenty of food. We'll ask the Noels to 
come down this evening and stay as long as they like. 
We can get Mrs. Brit to stay with Aunt Viney.” 

“Tt will mean a lot of work, for the place will be 
pretty dirty. Besides, you know Mr. Noel is the vice- 
president of the bank.” 

“Maybe Mr. Noel doesn’t understand everything. 
Anyway, we'll show him that we are friendly. It will be 
a lot of fun, and you can make the coffee and cut some 
wood. I can almost hear the fire crackling now.” 

“lm for it. Can we get ready in an hour?” 

“Surely. I’ll run and tell Aunt Viney our plans, then 
gather up our things.” \ 

“T want to do my part, too,” said Aunt Viney, when 
she heard Mary Ann’s plans. “You take that round, 
braided rug that I have just finished.” 

“Oh, but it is too good-looking for a lodge,’ ex- 
claimed Mary Ann. 

“Not for that one,” insisted Aunt Viney. 

“Did the Noels say they would come?” asked Will, 
as the old car began to chug its way along. 

“They were glad to come. I told them they could 
stay as long as they wanted to.” 

Since Mary Ann and Will had been over the wooded 
road it had taken on a smooth surface. They were sur- 
prised at the changes. New lodges were tucked in quiet 
and secluded places made accessible by the graveled 
roads. They realized that now their own lodge was 
much more desirable than it had been formerly. 

The rough stone walls of the old lodge refused to 
look their age. “Will, did we forget and leave that 
shutter open?” asked Mary Ann, as they were climbing 
out o fthe car. “It looks inviting, as though some one 
might be living here.” 

“T didn’t mean to leave it open, but it has been a 
good while since we were here.” 

Turning the key in the lock, Will flung wide the 
door, admitting Mary Ann and her bundles. ‘ 

“Some one has been here, Will,” announced Mary 
Ann, above the clatter of the pans and boxes that she 
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let fall on the table. “There isn’t a speck of dust any- 
where, and there’s a fire in the fireplace.” 

“It looks as if some one were expected, the way 
things are shined up.” 

They removed their wraps 
themselves on the hearth. 

“How do you suppose the visitor got in?” 

“T don’t know, for no one except Aunt Nacy Homer 
ever had a key, and she leit this community before we 
quit coming.” 

“Anyway, it is like being welcomed home. Here is 
just the spot for Aunt Viney’s braided rug. And these 
old arm chairs—” She stopped suddenly. “I hear foot- 
steps, or I thought I did.” 

The door opened and admitted a gust of wind and 
Aunt Nacy Homer. She didn’t look surprised. “I’ve 
been lookin’ for you this long time,’ she said simply. 

“Yes, it has been a good while, Aunt Nacy. We're 
surely glad to see you.” 

“Yes, too long, but I kept comin’ over every New 
Year thinkin’ you might come. I wanted you to feel as 
if it were old times when you did. That rug sure makes 
it look home-like here.” 

“You’re wonderful, Aunt Nacy. You must stay and 
eat with us.” 

“Thanks, it’s kind of yer, but I have to have dinner 
for Cyrus. He’s expectin’ me. I can’t stay away long.” 

“Bless her,’ said Mary Ann, as she watched the de- 
parting figure. Then to Will: “You make the coffee and 
T'll fry some bacon and eggs. We'll put that small table 
on Aunt Viney’s rug, and eat right here in front of the 
fireplace. I hope the Noels will come early, since we 
don’t have to clean.” 

Mary Ann watched Will as he buttoned up his 
hunting coat, picked up his rifle and started over to 
Land’s Point to try for some squirrels. She watched him 
until he was over the ridge. 

She didn’t want to think about their difficulties, 
so she tried to fill her mind by doing things. But the 
dark clouds hung heavy. Because she believed in God 
and because He had heard and answered her prayers, 
she knelt upon the braided rug, bowing her head within 
the encircling arms of one of the old chairs and prayed, 
giving thanks for Will’s attitude toward other people’s 
rights. 

She arose and began to busy herself with some small 
preparations for her guests. She enjoyed inspecting the 
place. Every nook and corner was dear to her. 

A horn tooted outside. Mary Ann ran out and be- 
gan helping the Noels carry their guns, shells and food 
into the lodge. 

“We came early; we couldn’t wait,” announced Mrs. 
Noel. “I’m as enthusiastic about hunting as Dick is. 
What a homey place!”’ she exclaimed, letting loose of 
her bundles and looking long at the braided rug and the 
enticingly placed old arm chairs. “You go on hunting, 
Dick. I’m going to stay right here and visit with Mrs. 
Barton.” 

That evening, squirrel was stewed in the old iron 
pot swinging over the coals in the fireplace. Biscuits 
were baked in the old Dutch oven buried among the 
coals. The sweet potatoes were pulled from their hid- 
ing places beneath dying embers. The coffee was made 
just as Will always made it out here—over a bed of coals. 
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Placing the old, round table on Aunt Viney’s 
braided rug, Mary Ann took from the basket a blue, 
checkered cloth. They drank their coffee from big, 
thick cups that kept it steaming hot. 

“Dick, I wish we had a place just like this,” re- 
marked Mrs. Noel to her husband. 

“Well, what would you say to buying this one?” he 
replied, smiling indulgently. 

“T would love it. Would you sell it to us, Mr. 
Barton?” 

“Tl give you a thousand for it,” offered Mr. Noel. 

“Rug and all,” interrupted Mrs. Noel. 

Will looked at Mary Ann. A thousand dollars! 
That was enough to satisfy the bank for a while, at 
least. But the lodge had been dear to them. 

“We think a great deal of this place,’ said Will, 
slowly, ‘and it will be hard to part with it. But we need 
the money very much. In fact—” 

Mary Ann interrupted and finished the story for him. 
Because she was excited she spoke quite freely, explain- 
ing the difficulties they had been facing, and telling of 
Will’s stand in regard to giving Mr. Caril more time to 
pay what he owed on the eighty acres of land. But, like 
Will, she referred to the fact that they disliked to sell 
the lodge. 

“Mary Ann, are you awake?” Will asked in a low 
voice the next morning early. He didn’t want to awaken 
the Noels. “Coffee is ready.” 

Mary Ann rose promptly, and was soon at the 
breakfast table. But hardly had they seated themselves 
when Mr. Noel joined them. 

“Mrs. Noel and I have been talking it over,” he 
began, as the three were finishing their toast and mar- 
malade, “and we are wondering if there is not some 
way for you to get out of your difficulty without parting 
with this lodge, since you seem to feel so much attached 
to it. What we have in mind is this: I have a good deal 
of property, and it is quite a burden to care for it, now 
that I’m not as young as I once was. I should like to 
take a real rest, free from business worries. I have hesi- 
tated, however, about going clear away, because I knew 
of no one whom I could trust to look after things for 
me and be fair to every one concerned. But now I have 
decided you are the man I need. I wonder why I didn’t 
think of it before, for Mr. Dutner told me the other day 
about your refusing to permit Caril to lose what he has 
already paid on the tract of land; and I’m willing to trust 
a man who will take such a stand as that.” 

Will and Mary Ann listened with a sense of relief. 
Not only did Mr. Noel offer Will a good salary, but he 
also offered to assume responsibility himself at the bank 
for letting Will’s obligation there stand for a time just 
as it was, until he should be able to make payment, 

“This will be as great a relief to Caril as to us,” re- 
marked Will, on the way home. 

“And Mr. Dutner,” added Mary Ann, “will find 
out that an honest man’s word hasn't lost its value.” 

“Aunt Viney really had a hand in our good fortune 
If she had not sent the rug along, Mrs. Noel might 
never have been attracted to the lodge, and the ques- 
tion of our difficulties would not have been discussed. 
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In that case, of course, Mr. Noel would not have offered 
us a way out.” 

“Bless Aunt Viney’s heart!” cried Mary Ann. “But 
I’m glad we didn’t have to sell the lodge.” 

“T am, too. It seems almost a sacred place now,” 
replied Will, thoughtfully, “for it was there that God 
gave us the answer to your prayer.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP 
Extension and Promotion 

The question is often asked, “Why isn’t our League 
a success?” “Why doesn’t our League grow?” and “How 
can we promote the League to growth?” The answer toa 
these and such other queries may be found in Zechariah 
4:6, “not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

Like the house builded upon the rock, a Luther 
League to withstand the difficulties and obstacles of the 
years must have in the very beginning a firm and sub- 
stantial foundation. A Luther League cannot be builded 
in a week, a month, or a year. Scarcely may we say in 
several vears. It is a thing of growth—of spirit—o* 
cooperation. 

In forming the first nucleus of a Luther League it 
is, of course, necessary to have a definite plan, and a 
leader whose heart and soul is wholly in the work. 

It is vitally important that the persons on whose 
shoulders the future success or failure of the Luther 
League fa'ls, should be chosen with the greatest of care, 
and should be the right persons for the particular offices. 

The President of the Luther League should be 
chosen with real thought as to his fitness or ability for 
the office, and as a consequence the growth of the League 
will not be retarded, and members lose interest. Every 
League knows its particular needs and the abilities of 
the members to meet these needs. 

Trace the history of any successful League of to- 
day and notice the plan that the League has followed 
was that offered by The Luther League of America and 
gradually developed through a number of years. You 
can’t help but see a reflection of the care, the love, the 
praying and the hearty cooperation that have been 
builded into that League in the years preceding. A 
Luther League with such a background can never be 
anything but a success, unless that spirit of the years 
is quenched and overcome. 

In trying to build up your League, do not make the 
mistake of thinking that in a large membership lies the 
sole keynote to your success. Some Leagues, like other 
groups, are of mushroom growth. They flourish for a 
time and then die as suddenly as they came into exist- 
ence. Some Leagues rate membership above all else, 
desire growth too quickly. It is better to have but a 
dozen really interested Leaguers, and have them sincere 
and loyal, than to have fifty persons who have been 
drawn into the League hurriedly and with the promise 
of a “good time” or something new, anything to pro- 
cure membership, and then have those persons drop out 
of the group and the League is really in worse condi- 
tion than before. 

How about the real work of planning the devotional 
meetings? Here lies one of the biggest factors in the 
successful Luther League. When the devotional meet- 
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ings are such that the Leaguers feel they have really 
missed something by their absence, you may be assured 
that your League is well on the way of growth. 


It is scarcely necessary to mention the social value 
of a League, for we all know that to grow in member- 
ship the social side of our group should be given its 
proper place. A good, wide-awake and peppy social 
committee is responsible in part for the growth of the 
membership. Invite other young people to meet with 
the Luther League in the devotional meetings and enlist 
them as new members. (Plans for extension and pro- 
motion, page 14, April, 1939, issue of the “Luther League 
Review.” ) 

Naturally we are a young people’s organization, and 
our membership is comprised largely of young people, 
but the League should gladly welcome all who are in- 
terested and enjoy hearing the topics discussed. Gain 
the reputation of being cordial and courteous and your 
League will grow for youth can not refuse. joining a 
young people’s group when they see the real spirit of 
the group and the desire for cooperation with the Church 
in the interests of all young people. 


THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 


Advent tells us, Christ is near; 
Christmas tells us, Christ is here! 
In Epiphany we trace 

All the glory of His grace. 


The three Sundays before Lent 
Now prepare us to repent; 
That in Lent we may begin 
Earnestly to mourn for sin. 


Holy Week and Easter, then, 
Tell who died and rose again; 
O that happy Easter Day! 
Christ is risen indeed, we say. 


Yes, and Christ ascended, too, 
To prepare a place for you; 

So we give Him special praise, 
After those great Forty Days. 


Then, He sent the Holy Ghost, 
On the Day of Pentecost, 
With us ever to abide; 

Well may we keep Whitsuntide! 


Last of all, we humbly sing: 
Glory to our God and King, 
Glory to the one in Three, 
On the Feast of Trinity. 


WOULD HE FIND ROOM? 


“There was no room for Him in the inn.’ 


“Would He find room, the human Christ, 
Whom once the manger-cave sufficed? 
The Son of man who loathed pretence, 
To whom all caste was foul offence? 
Would He find room who would not care 
A whit for incense, psalm or prayer 

From those who need to yearn again 
That love of God means love of men? 
Would He, by millions now approved, 
Because far centuries removed, 

And glorified as Son of God, 

If in our day He bore the hod? 

Or delved half naked under ground? 

Or if among the children found 

Chained to the loom? Or hark, ye proud? 
An alien in the steerage crowd 

O ye, who are so slow to see 

God is in all humanity, 

Who still go tumbling to your doom— 
Would He find room? Would He find room? 


’ 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Missionary Work in 
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RICA 


(Rev. H. C. Currens, Cromwell, Indiana) 


In our Africa Mission field we work 
with two distinct groups of people. In 
the settlements near the sea-coast there 
are the civilized Liberians, the descend- 
ants of negroes who were sent to Liberia 
from the United States years ago. They 
are very much like the negroes here. They 
speak the English language, dress and 
live very much as you would expect civil- 
ized people to live. However, the greater 
part, the most important and most prom- 
ising part of our work, is being done 
among the uncivilized natives of the 
country. For the most part they live 
back in the interior away from the sea 
and away from almost any contact with 
civilization. The Interior is altogether un- 
developed. There are no roads, only foot 
paths from village to village; no bridges, 
only logs thrown across streams or suspension bridges 
made of vines and fastened to trees on either side of the 
stream, or some places rafts or dug-out canoes are used. 
The house of the native, his food, clothing, farming 
methods, and whole manner of life is just as simple and 
primitive as are the roads and bridges in his country. 

The people themselves are uncivilized, uneducated, 
heathen natives who wear few clothes, eat poor food 
(from our point of view) use crude weapons and tools 
and live according to rather low standards. But they 
are not savages. They are kind, companionable, helpful, 
trustworthy, and hospitable. We go about among them 
without any fear at all of being harmed. In fact, we 
must trust ourselves to them in many ways. We do nct 
know the way from one town to another. They must be 
our guides. How easily they could lose us. But they 
don’t. I have gone away from my station for as much as 
two weeks at a time leaving my family alone with tie 
native people of the village where the mission is located 
and a couple of girls who had gone to school at the 
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Main Station. They are quite trustworthy if you show 
them that you trust them. We have all left our station 
for a month or six weeks at a time when we went to 
the Missionaries’ Conference each year. We never locked 
our house. We took one of the boys who worked for 
us and told him that he was responsible for the house 
and its contents and we never lost even a bar of soap 
or a tin of salmon. (If you understood how the natives 
like either of these, you would appreciate its signifi- 
cance.) We are told of one missionary who placed his 
trust in a lock and key. When he came back he found 
that his house had been broken into and some of the 
contents taken. Clearly a case of misplaced trust. We 
have had articles stolen from our house while we were 
at home. We usually found the thief and in every case 
he was one who had been down to the coast and had 
learned some civilized ways or he was what the people 
called a “rogue,” one who was known far and wide as 
a thief. We can all see the advantage of making a Chris- 
tian civilized man out of the native, hence the necessity 
of Christian education. When we travel 
in the interior of Liberia we are depend- 
ent upon the hospitality of the people. 
We must travel in hammecks carried 
by the men or walk. Thus we cannot 
travel long distances in a day. It takes 
eight days to travel from the Main Sta- 
tion to the farthest interior station, Zor 
Zor. We can not stop in a hotel at 
night. There are no hotels. We must 
depend upon the hospitality of the town 
chief. We carry our own camp cots, 
some food and cooking utensils but we 
like to have a roof over our heads. We 
go to the town chief and ask him to 
give us a house for the night. If there 
is a decent house that is not occupied, 
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he will show us to it. If there is no 
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empty house, then he will ask some 
family to move out and let us have their 
house. They are always willing to do 
this. After we have had a little time to 
get settled, the chief will send us some 
food, perhaps a chicken, some rice and 
palm oil. In the morning when we are 
ready to leave, we thank the chief for 
his kindness and give him a gift of 
some money to show our appreciation. 

One of the curses of the social life 
of the native people is polygamy. A 
man has as many wives as he can af- 
ford. A man of any importance has 
several. They are his property. He has 
paid money for them or has bargained 
for them in some other way. We would 
think that there would be constant quar- 
reling among the women but the fact 
is that they usually get along very well. 
They work together, care for one an- 
other‘s children and stay in the same 
house, and cook, and eat together. 
However, the husband is the head of the household. 
When a husband is displeased with the actions of a wife 
it is his privilege to punish her. We hear occasionally of 
a man beating his wife. The women will usually plead 
for one another and do all they can to save one of their 
number from a beating but they never interfere after the 
beating starts. Generally, the beatings are not serious and 
no one suffers much. In that land of male supremacy 
it is news when a woman beats her husband. I saw that 
happen on one occasicn and.was interested in the result. 
I came into a strange town in the forenoon and heard 
a terrible argument. It seems that the husband had 
ordered the wife to the farm to work and she had re- 
fused to go. Each time he told her to go she refused. 
They were arguing when I came into the town. I sat 
down to rest and await the outcome. He decided that 
she should be beaten. Some of the other wives tried to 
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Three Bible Students of our Mission in Liberia, Preparing for Service 


as National Mission Workers 


dissuace him but he insisted. He ordered her into the 
house and she refused to go. He then brought his little 
whip and was going to beat her in public. When he 
came near to her and was about to strike her she 
struck first. She beat him with her bare hands and he 
had to withdraw. He attempted again but she drove 
him off. By this time a crowd had gathered. The women 
were amazed, but the men were. amused. They surely 
did laugh at that man. He had to retreat and the wife 
did not go to the farm. 

The natives have a religion of their own. They are 
spirit worshipers. There are spirits in almost everything 
for some of them. There are spirits in trees, hills, rocks, 
water, fish, animals. Different groups worship different 
spirits. 

A certain tribe will not kill and eat the red deer be- 
cause it contains a spirit. Other groups will kill and eat 
the red deer because it does not contain 
a spirit that they worship. They all 
worship the spirits of their dead and 
these spirits cause them more trouble 
than any other. When they bury the 
dead they always talk to the spirit and 
remind it of their goodness to the per- 
son while he lived and begging the spir- 
it not to do them harm but if it is go- 
ing to come back to them, it should help 
them. These spirits are very real to 
them. If they believe that an evil one 
is in town (if there is sickness or some 
other misfortune), they will organize 
to drive it away. The women will se- 
lect a certain night and gather together 
at the edge of town. They will have 
their musical instruments and will dance 
and sing for a while, until they are pret- 
ty well worked up, then they will begin 
all together to beat the ground with 
sticks that they are carrying and to yell 
at the top of their voices and run 
through the town, beating the ground 
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and yelling as they go. I don’t know how this affects the 
disembodied spirits but I know that it is enough to 
scare one still in the flesh. Their worship for the most 
part consists in making sacrifices of food. They pre- 
pare the food and take a part to the place of worship 
and then have a feast and eat the remaining part. 

Our most effective evangelistic work in the interior 
is done by natives who have been converted and taught 
and then gone back to their people. One young man 
came to the Main Station several years ago as a laborer. 
He heard the Gospel as it was taught each day to groups 
of laborers. After a few months he returned to the in- 
terior. But he was not satished. He wanted to learn 
more. He came to one of our schools and asked if he 
could go to school. He was started in with the little 
children in the first grade. He soon learned to read and 
write. But, more important, he became a Christian. He 
went as far as fourth grade. He could read his Bible 
well and he could teach, too. He had in this time 
learned to understand and speak English. There was 
need for an interpreter at Zor Zor when that station 
was opened and this man was asked to go. It was among 
his own tribe. He knew their language and ways. He 
was used as an interpreter for a while but soon was sent 
out alone to teach. He did very well. The people listened 
to him. They believed him because he was one of 
them. He is still one of the best evangelists on the 
field. There are others just like him. Without these we 
never could have gotten the hold on the native people 
that we have. They are still doing the pioneer work. 

Back there in the jungle the people do not have the 
opportunities for recreation that we have in this land. 
There are no theatres or baseball games or vacations 
by the lake. There are certain seasons when all the 
boys are out spinning their home-made tops and at an- 
other season they are out shooting at a target with 
their bows and arrows. But the main recreation for all 
of the people is their music and dancing. Their musical 
instruments consist of drums and horns. They cannot 
play a melody but they certainly can get rhythm. And 
such dancing as one never saw in this land. They can 
put any of the present day jitterbugs to shame when it 
comes to real action. They dance individually. Every- 
one dances, little children, young people and old ones. 
Every moonlight night the band plays and the people 
dance, sometimes way into the night. They enjoy it 
very much. I was travelling from the Main Station to 
Zor Zor on a certain occasion. I had six or eight men 
with me to carry my loads. It was during the wet season 
and not very pleasant. We had travelled a long day, 
about twelve hours’ walk, and it had rained nearly all 
day. The path led us over rough and stony hills and 
through swollen creeks. We were all wet and tired 
when we reached the town where we could stay for the 
night. We got there about six o’clock, just at dark. 
The men sat around the fire trying to dry their clothing 
while they cooked their rice and did a good deal of 
grumbling. About nine o’clock the moon came out and 
the sky cleared. The town band started to play. The 
town people began to dance. Soon I noticed some of 
my carriers among them. I finally went to bed and tried 
to sleep. At 3:30 in the morning I got up. The band 
was still playing and the people still dancing. My men 
were still among them. They had danced all night. I 
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packed up my few loads and then called the men. At 
four o’clock we started another day. We walked ten 
hours before we reached the town where we could stay 
for the night. That night they slept. But it shows one 
how much they enjoy this form of recreation. 

At the Main Station (this is the station down at 
the coast) we have two boarding schools: one for girls 
and one for boys. In our interior boarding schools the 
children are taken through the sixth grade. Then those 
that are worthy and promising are sent down to the 
Main Station Schools for the seventh and eighth grades. 
In this way they come in contact with the civilized 
people (which is not always considered an advantage). 
They have some contact with other schools. They learn 
something of the other tribes. (There are natives from 
every tribe down around Monrovia, the capital city). 

After graduation from the Main Station school they 
may go on to high school at a Methodist institution in 
Monrovia if they have the desire and the means. Ii 
they do not go on to school, and they are thought 
worthwhile by the missionaries, they are used as teachers 
in some of our mission schools or as evangelists among 
their own people. Some of the boys who are so minded, 
may enter the Mission Bible School and be trained to 
become native pastors. 
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NOTICE 
Next month a very interesting 
article will appear entitled, “Facts 
About Liberia,’ written by Rev. Roy 
L. Yund, Westville, New Jersey. 
-------+-+-------------- - 
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INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 
AA Happy New Year 


LETTERS TO SUPERINTENDENTS 


“Another year 1s dawning, 
Dear Father, let it be 

In working or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee.” 

Another year lies before us. As we sing this prayer 
to God, does it come from hearts filled with a sincere 
desire to make it a year close to Christ and the work of 
His Kingdom, or are we merely voicing idle words? 


, 


The world calls to us, “Happy New Year,” and this 
is also my wish for each of you, but may it be the deep 
happiness which comes only to those who serve in the 
Master’s Vineyard. 

On the topic page of our year’s program will be 
written Intermediate. In these twelve letters we super- 
intendents have twelve golden months of opportunity to 
inspire and instill Christian ideals into the hearts of our 
Teen-agers. Our first topic, “Inspiration—The Person 
I Hope To Become,” gives us the keynote of our ain 
throughout the year. Let us aim high and Christward 
for the year 1940. 

Our Topics 

Centered around the word, “Intermediate” our topics 
promise to be very interesting and worthwhile. How- 
ever, if we as superintendents and you as Intermediate 
Leaguers, make no effort to present them in an inter- 
esting and worthwhile manner, they will lose all value 
to our Leagues and Leaguers. Practically all of the 
topics for the year deal with the individual and his char- 
acter, with those things that reach down into our very 
souls and which mean so much to us. Let us grasp every 
opportunity to make these topics personal and of value. 


Our Reading Course Books and Essays 

Most of you, I am sure, have purchased the 1940 
Reading Course Books by now and are enjoying their 
contents. Have some library system to check up on 
these books so that all of the Leaguers may have an cp- 
portunity to read them. So often a book is read by a 
Leaguer, and is then placed in some forgotten corner 
of his home and many months pass before it again ap- 
pears in the League library and sometimes it vanishes 
forever. An envelope pasted in the back of the book 
can contain a card while the book is in the library. 
When the book is removed from the library the card 
is signed by the borrower and the date of removal is 
also placed on it. The card then remains in the library 
in an envelope provided for such cards. It is the duty 
of the librarian (and of course, you should have one) 
to keep a check of these cards and remind those who 
have books to bring them back. 

Your Luther League of America again offers an 
Essay Contest for 1940. The rules for the contest are: 
1. Each Intermediate may enter only one essay. 

2. Essay must be on one of the 1940 books. 
> 3. Must be written in ink or typewritten, and only 
on one side of the paper. 


POSTER PROJECTS 


4. Must contain not less than 1000 nor more than 
1500 words. 
5. Must be in the offices of The Luther League of 
America not later than December 1, 1940. 
These rules are the same as the 1939 contest, how- 
ever, only six prizes will be awarded instead of twelve 
as in previous years. This should encourage our Inter- 
mediates to greater effort, for it makes the attainment of 
a prize of greater value. Also as I wrote to you in a 
previous letter, there is a feeling of satisfaction in hav- 
ing made a try, even though one may not win a prize. 
At one of the January devotionals, it would be fit- 
ting and profitable to the Leaguers, to have one of their 
number give a glimpse of the contents of the book, 
“Tales from East to West.” This is the Missionary 
Reading Course Book for 1940. 


POSTER-PROJECT 

Our January Poster is centered around the Epiphany 
theme. In the center of the poster draw a large star 
(it might be wise to cut a paper pattern for this). In 
the center of the star is placed a picture of the wise men 
following the star or worshipping and presenting their 
gifts to the Christ-child. 

At the top of the poster print a Jarge “I.” (At the 
end of the year, if the poster idea is continued, we will 
have the complete word “Intermediate,” and those hav- 
ing their name on the posters the largest number of 
times could be honored as the best Intermediate Leaguers 
for the year.) 2 

Across the top portion of the star with the center 
point dividing it, print the word “Inspiration.” At the 
center portion of the star, print the word “Initiative,” 
and at the bottom portion is printed the word ‘“Inter- 
cession.” 

The wise men first had a vision, for they saw a star 
in the heavens. It was an “Inspiration” to them. As 
our project for this first topic we will think of one weak- 
ness in our character and/or one characteristic in some 
person we admire and would like to acquire. 

Having caught the vision of the star the wise men 
had the “Initiative” to follow it to the Christ-child. Here 
we have action. Our project is to make definite progress 
in overcoming the weakness in our character and/or 
progress towards acquiring the characteristic we admire 
in another person. 

Having found the Christ-child the wise men wor- 
shipped Him. Our topic, “Intercession—Calling On God 
To Help,” or prayer is an act of worship. Our project 
is to pray each day for a more Christ-like character. 


Our Church 
During the Epiphany Season our Church celebrates 
the visit of the wise men to the Christ-child. You will _ 
find your Poster-Project plan for January centered 
around this theme. (If you do not use the Poster-Pro- 
ject plan, begin the New Year by giving it a try.) 
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It is the season when our eyes and minds look to 
those places we call foreign lands. In its calendar of 
Special Days and Seasons, our Church has given the 
Epiphany time to The Board of Foreign Missions. 

Our topics fit in well with this thought of Foreign 
Missions: 

January 7: “Inspiration—The Person I Hope To 
Become.” If the person I hope to become does not in- 
clude a vision of those in other lands who need Christ 
and His salvation, then my ideals fall below the stand- 
ard set by Christ. 

January 14: “Initiative—It’s Up To Me.” Foreign 
Mission success does not depend alone upon the Mission- 
aries, but needs my help—“It’s Up To Me.” 

January 21: This is Septuagesima Sunday and has 
been designated by our Church as the Sunday to stress 
The Board of Deaconess Work. Our topic is “Interces- 
sion—Calling On God To Help.” Our girl teen-agers 
can give serious thought to their fitness for this work 
asking God to help them decide. We can all make inter: 
cession to God for this important phase of our Church 
work. 

January 28: Missionary Day. Let’s not wait until 
the last week to plan this program, but begin now to 
prepare for an interesting presentation of the cause we 
have promised to sponsor—the Boys’ School in Africa. 

Epiphany Season is an excellent time to work 
towards Guide Post 15 by doing some work for Foreign 
Missions. 

Our League 

Before the dawn of the New Year we should have 
a meeting of the officers or Executive Committee of our 
Intermediate League for the purpose of making some 
outlined program of our year’s work. We can’t aim 
high and Christward without some definite goal in view. 
The week between Christmas and New Year is an ex- 
cellent time for this meeting. 

Let us follow the star of the wise men throughout 
the year, not forgetting their example, viz.: when they 
found the young Child they “fell down, and worshipped 
Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh.” 


Your co-laborer, 
MILDRED GARTELMANN 


Be Sure To Order 


“ight Days in a Hammock” 


A New Missionary Service 
for Luther League Missionary Day 


JANUARY 28, 1940 


Prepared by 
MR. ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 
President of The Luther League of America 
: This Berg vote is free to all Leagues receiving an offer- 
ing for the Missionary Project of The Luther League of 
America. Each League is limited to twelve copies. 
Order from 
The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
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HOBBIES—VOCATIONS—AVOCATIONS 
By PROF. O. F. H. BERT, Sc.D. 


F late years we hear it said frequently that every 
person should have a hobby and it is argued that 


attention to the hobby will keep one in a better 
frame of mind for his regular occupation and that he 
will approach his serious work with enhanced vigor and 
greatly increased efficiency. Those who subscribe to the 
hobby doctrine and put the theory into practice resort 
to a wide variety of hobbies ranging from such dignified 
pursuits as book-collecting, philately, and photography, 
on the one hand, to such petty and morbid interests, on 
the other, as to betray pitiably poor taste, to say the 
least. (We once knew a man who was exceedingly proud 
of his collection of trifles that had formerly belonged to 
noted criminals!) Certain it is that there are those whose 
hobby-interest in fine things has not only served as di- 
version but has added to their knowledge and culture 
and has resulted in their becoming authorities in fields 
that they entered as very amateurs. Ceramics, garden- 
ing, shop-work, and many other fine fields beckon to 
the hobby-seeker with promise of pleasure and mental 
profit. Verily, there are hobbies and hobbies! 

The teamed words “vocation” and “avocation” seem 
to be free from such detracting connotations as the 
word “hobby” appears to invite, and it is quite safe 
to recommend that each of us who has his distinct work- 
a-day occupation should carry along with it a joy-pur- 
suit through which his soul may find means of self-ex- 
pression not afforded by his daily work. Stepping out 
beyond the area of assigned duty and bread-winning 
work, however agreeable that circle may be, and engag- 
ing in some additional worth-while pursuit greatly in- 
creases the joy of living. As we come into contact with 
others who are also seeking means of diversion and self- 
expression, we widen our circle of acquaintance and our 
out-look on life is broadened immeasurably. And what 
shall we say if this added activity is one of unselfish 
service, one that records its attainments in terms of the 
benefits conferred on others? One should be very happy 
in such a “double life!” 

The Church, particularly as organized and function- 
ing in our country, offers boundless opportunities to the 
serious-minded man or woman who is seeking an en- 
grossing avocation entirely worthy of the best that is in 
him. Within a generation or two, the Church’s interest 
and her program of activities have extended to a degree 
comparable to the complexity of modern civilization, and 
the end is not yet. Up through the eighteenth century 
the regular ‘‘preachnig services” and the pastor’s work 
among the members of his flock constituted all the ac- 
tivity of the typical congregation. Then came the Bible 
School, the Young People’s Society, the Missionary So- 
ciety, the Brotherhood, the Aid Society, the various 
guilds and circles, etc. Each of these movements ad- 
dresses itself to some particular phase of Church work 
that could not otherwise receive the attention due it, and 
the minister now finds himself the leader of a large com- 
pany of Christian workers instead of the lone laborer 
in the field. And never has there been the time and 
nowhere the congregation in which more and more 
workers could not be employed. 

Is one particularly fond of little children, and is he 
or she conscious of “having a way” with them? What an 
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opportunity the Church School presents to such a one to 
take part in the teaching and character-building of the 
little folks! Are big boys and girls one’s particular in- 
terest Or does one have a very special feeling for the 
aged and shut-in? Is it up-lift and reclamation work that 
appeals particularly? The pastor of any one of our 
Churches can find assignments of such work for all who 
are willing to serve. Then, too, those who have musical 
talent or other artistic endowment will find in their own 
congregation whether large or small, many calls for 
their specialties—there is not one of these talents that 
cannot make a valuable contribution to the effectiveness 
of the Church’s work. And again, it is a matter of fre- 
quent comment that the social life of our congregations 
is neglected, and yet we have many men and women who 
could completely rectify this short-coming if they would 
offer their own social talents and graces as a nucleus. 
It is much to be desired that the local Church should 
become more and more the centre of the social and in- 
tellectual life, as well as of the spiritual, of its members 
young and old. The business man has no difficulty in 
applying his talents to the service of the Church. The 
collection and care of funds, the maintenance of build- 
ings and grounds, the payment of bills, along with other 
practical matters call for expertness, and such work well 
done often spells the difference between success and fail- 
ure for a congregation. 


There can be no doubt of it, then, that the Christian 
man or woman who is looking for some avocational ac- 
tivity can do no better than to seek an outlet in the work 
of the Church to which he belongs, placing his time, his 
talents, his strength, and his resources on call. Nowhere 
can better results be attained and nowhere is greater 
appreciation accorded. The fact that one’s success is not 
measured in terms of monetary return should be a great 
inducement for one to throw himself whole-heartedly 
into the work of his Church. The joy of it, that is the 
reward—the consciousness that one is doing his part in 
the promotion of the Kingdom of God! So say those 
who have made this choice, and they earnestly urge their 
fellow-members to join working hands with theirs! 

—Lutheran Monthly 


. 


IT HAPPENED IN THE 
NORTHWEST 


A Commendable Act 


A young lady who was a member of 
a Luther League and who was employed 
during the summer vacation, recently 
handed the pastor a sum of money which 
was 10 percent or a tithe of her earnings 
for the Building Fund, 


wee ee 
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~ ILLINOIS STATE LUTHER LEAGUE 
PROMOTES AN “ALIVE UNTO CHRIST” 
MOVEMENT 


(Rev. K. Bruno Neumann) 


Our problem, briefly stated, is to direct our energy 
so that the youth of our Lutheran Churches may be as- 
sisted in becoming “Alive Unto Christ.” It is true that 
only God can do this for He is the Giver of physical 
life and also spiritual life. But a fact that we dare not 
forget as followers of the Lamb is that God uses men 
to accomplish His purposes on earth. For what other 
reason did Jesus choose disciples? 

Christ has no hands but our hands to do His work today, 

He has no feet but our feet to lead men in His way, 

He has no tongue but our tongues to tell men how He died! 

He has no help but our help to bring them to His side. 

In this manual we shall present several aspects of the 
problem, set forth the heart of the program and lay down 
a procedure. 

I. Our Problem 

Civilization is alive to the importance of youth. 
Ponder for a moment the manner in which great inter- 
ests and powers spend vast sums and stores of human 
energy to the education, both physical and mental, of 
youth. The world is youth-conscious. It does appear 
that this sector of humanity is an innocent prey of the 
conflicting desires of adulthood. To make youth in their 
own image is the urge of too many groups. At the same 
time we recognize that youth itself as never before, is 
aware of its own position. Well informed as to the 
world about us and the world of social relationship, the 
world of tcmorrow is thinking. 

Today there are so many competing interests and 
pleasures. The Church is being crowded out. The pub- 
lic schools, organized recreation, and the blatant cry 
of commercial amusements appeal with tremendous im- 
pact. The Church must speak and must be heard. The _ 
Church must convey the grace of Christ to youth lest 
the Church and civilization lose the precious ingredient 
of the Master‘s influence. This is a pressing factor in our 
problem, how to hold the interest and loyalty of the 
young people in the midst of so many competing and 
alluring invitations. 

Mr. Corbin, in an article entitled, “Why I Don’t 
Go To Church” (American Magazine), says: “The 
Church has nothing to say.” This is a challenge. If it 
does not mean that certain’ parts of the Christian Church 
have departed from the preaching of the Gospel, it 
means that God has nothing to say, that Christ is so 
far removed from current affairs that His Spirit is in- 
effective or too impractical. Robust Luther Leaguers 
will feel the challenge of this and surely do what they 
can to make the Message of the Ages vital and vivid in 
this era of uncertainties, insecurities, and confusions. 

We recognize the great spread between the number 
of communicant members of our Church and the number 
of confirmed. Why this loss? After Confirmation— 
what? Is Confirmation a beginning or an end? The 
Luther League’s responsibility is to serve in this difficult 
period so that the youth may be saved for the Church 
and saved for Eternity. 


II. Our Program 
The idea of “Alive Unto Christ” as an invigorating 
program for the Luther League of Illinois sprung into 
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being like a flash. No one sought for it, no one manu- 
factured it, no Luther Leaguer is responsible for it. 
It was born out of the void. But once it was born, we 
nourished it. Looking through Scripture I found many 
verses which supported the phrase and recommended it 
as a driving urge for Luther Leaguers. Personally, I 
was inspired by the idea of promoting a movement 
which had as its end the making of every youth of our 
Church Alive Unto Christ. This includes everything— 
organization, well-planned meetings in the local Leagues, 
loyalty not only to an organization but to the Church, 
and the often neglected subject of dues. Make our young 
people Alive Unto Christ, whom to know is life that is 
life indeed, and all of these other things shall be added. 
This is conformity with the Master’s words: “Seek ye 
first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.” 


I am not writing a speech for you but offering the 
heart of the program which may help you to do your 
part. These verses that I found are many. Your own 
study and meditation will make them live in your life. 
Let us start with Romans 6:11: “Even so reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Then Romans 14:7,8: “For none of us liveth to 
himself, and none dieth to himself. For whether we live, 
we live unto the Lord; or whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord: whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord’s.” 

Paul was one who was alive unto the highest: “I 
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which 
I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself up 
for me.’—Galatians 2:20. 

Again in Philippians 1:21: “For me to live is Christ.” 

You may think that Jesus’ own words about this 
mark the best beginning. It was He who said: “I came 
that they may have life, and may have it more abundant- 
ly.’—John 10:10. 

Also, John 1:4, John 11:25, John 14:6, I John 5:12. 

Before we can hope to make others “alive unto 
Christ” by all means we must be alive unto Him. This 
is God’s gift to us—life. His grace comes through Word 
and Sacraments. The wonders and beauties of nature 
help. Faith is our response to revelation. Study, medita- 
tion, and prayer are nourishing exercises. We can share 
only what we have. And the degree to which we are 
alive will determine our zeal. 

Isn’t it best to memorize Bible passages, speak with- 
out notes for then it is more free and stimulating? Pray 
out of a wealth of spiritual experience. 

Illustrations are windows that let the light through. 
Use those that have helped you. I add a few: 

“Dr. Shepard was a greatly-beloved medical mission- 
ary. He accomplished a tremendous work for suffering 
humanity. One of his patients, in talking with another 
one day, said, ‘I have never seen Jesus, but I have seen 
Dr. Shepard.’ Do you suppose that is the sort of im- 
pression you are creating in your family—where you 
work—in your community?” 

“Speaking at the Harvard University Chapel after 
the death of Phillips Brooks, the late Dr. George said, 
‘My friends, if it was a great thing to know Phillips 


them most. 
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Brooks, how much greater a thing it is to know Phillips 
Brooks’ Master.’ ” 

“He was born in an obscure village, the Child of a 
peasant woman. His early manhood was spent as a car- 
penter. He never had riches or held public office. He 
never traveled more than 200 miles from where He was 
born. His closest friends deserted Him when He needed 
He was arrested, condemned, and put to 
death in the most shameful way of His day. But all of 
the armies that ever fought—all of the legislatures that 
ever sat—all of the rulers that have ruled—have not 
affected the world as much as this one solitary life. In 
terms of the centuries your life is effective just in so 
far as He lives in you and you live in Him.” 

“Take the Gospels, and while you read, come to see 
the face of Jesus. See how He lends Himself to every 
person. See how He puts Himself in the other’s place. 
Let His way filter into you until it becomes your way.” 


III. Our Procedure 
1. Make a list or a map of the Lutheran Churches 
of The United Lutheran Church in America in your 
District, listing names of pastors and any information 
about Luther League work in connection with the 
Churches, such as, record of any League in specific 
Church, present status, etc. 


2. Make contacts with pastors in your District. 
Learn the names of youth leaders in the congregations. 


3. Arrange for a meeting with the young people 
of the Churches where there is no organization or where 
there is a lack of interest and cooperation. Build up a 
program, publicize repeatedly. 

4. Take group wtih you. Create friendly relation- 
ship but not of the type which will detract from the 
heart of the program: Alive Unto Christ. Plan program 
well with several participating. By all means make the 
meeting live. Special dramatic or musical numbers will 
add color. 


5. Include a brief presentation of the State pro- 
gram: Carthage College Student Revolving Fund, Regu- 
lar and spirited devotional meetings in each League, 
The State Convention, Contribution to State and Nation- 
al Leagues, seventy-five cents per member. Do not lay 
this down as a law. This will come if we accomplish our 
goal of making the youth Alive Unto Christ. 


This is a big and important work. Let us match it 
with strength and interest. Use the “Herald” for in- 
formation. 

The State officers will help in any way possible. 
Do not be discouraged by the absence of response. Be 
courteously persistent. 

Let Christ live through you to others. 
Soli Gloria Deo! 


J—Jesus 
O—Others 
Y—Y ourself 


The Foreign Mission Board reports 
that the Pamphlet 


“LIBERIA AND THE MISSION PATH” 


is no longer available 


Page Sixteen 


TIME OUT FOR READING 


But I don’t have time to read! You protest when the 
subject of reading is brought up. “With my school 
studies, band practice, hiking club, stamp collection and 
Luther League work, besides my duties at home, what 
time have I for stories and such?” 


“You take time to eat and to sleep” is the reply. 
True, you must eat and sleep in order to live. But so 
must you provide your mind and soul with nourishment, 
a good, well-balanced diet, if you are to really live. We 
agree you are a very busy young person, and rightly so, 
for in the way you are developing a well-rounded, in- 
teresting personality. 


Quite often young people have a certain superficial- 
ity or shallowness. It is sometimes due to the fact that 
they take little time to replenish their minds or refresh 
their souls with good reading and become tiresome and 
uninteresting. Their vocabulary becomes limited and 
stale, and they seldom have any good ideas or sound 
Opinions on anything. 


Good reading does not mean merely “stories and 
such.”’ An occasional novel or short story, one that has 
had good recommendations may prove to be enlightening 
and helpful. But this is not the sort of reading on which 
to build character and personality. If it does not actual- 
ly harm you, it does waste hours of valuable time, of 
which you have all too little. 


A READING DIET 


A well-balanced diet is not all bread and meat. 
Just as fruits, vegetables and other food products add 
variety to your meals, so do poetry, stories, biography, 
and fiction supply interest and variety to your in- 
tellectual fare. 


The Luther League Review for instance offers 
material for topics of the day, poetry, a social page for 
fellowship. Articles on the life and work of the 
Church, stories and other materials that will enrich 
your mind and deepen yout spititual understanding. 


Include the “‘Luther League Review” in your 
teading fare for each month of the year. 


Many are the personal and social problems that 
confront us in these days. “Read what is known to be 
great and good in order to form the taste and to carry 
in the mind the standards by which to know good.” 
When we have chosen the right sort of reading the next 
thing to do is to concentrate upon it. So read good 
books for every time we read a book that is less than the 
best we give up one of the best and so lose that much 
reading. How important that we read only the best. 


The Literature Committee of The Luther League of 
America has made a careful selection of books that will 
assist you in your reading. 


LUTHER LEAGUE READING COURSE 


This year we have made a change from our usual 
custom of presentation of the Reading Course. We have 
listed six books under five headings. This is the Luther 
League Reading Course. In connection therewith we are 
submitting a list of books that may be substituted for 
any of the six which we have selected. 
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1940 SENIOR READING COURSE 


Biblical and Devotional 
“The Spiritual Life’—Evelyn Underhill 
Harper & Bros.—$1.25 


Personal and Social Living 
“Christianity and Economics’—Sir Josiah Stamp 
The Macmillan Co.—$2.00 


The Church and Its Work—Missions 
These are the Mission Study Books for 1939-1940. 
Select one of the two books. 
At Home—“Right Here At Home”’—Frank S. Mead 
Paper 60 cents; cloth $1.00 
Abroad—“Comrades Around The World” 
—S. Franklin Mack. Paper 60 cents; cloth $1.00 


Biography 
“Young People’s Life of Luther’—Elsie Singmaster 
United Lutheran Publication House—$1.00 


Fiction 
“Inevitable Dawn’—Arthur C. Baldwin 
Harper & Bros.—$2.00 


The following books are optional and may be sub- 
stituted in place of the book selected in each of the di- 
visions of the course: 


“Christ and Prayer’—C. F. Andrews 
Harper & Bros.—$1.60 
“Romance of Jesus’—Daniel A. Poling 
Harper & Bros.—$1.00 f 
“Brother Lawrence—The Practice of the Presence 
of God.”—Fleming H. Revell Co.—Paper 15 cents; 
cloth 60 cents 
“Famous Hymns with Stories and Pictures” 
—Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall—Union Press—$1.00 
“Adventures in Radiant Living’—C. Ray Jordan 
Round Table Press—$2.00 
“Lutheran Lyrics’—Bruce Carney 
United Lutheran Publication House—$2.00 
“Patricia’—Grace Livingston Hill 
Lippincott—$2.00 
“God’s Purpose’—(Book of 366 Daily Devotions) 
The John C. Winston Co.—Cloth 60 cents 


1940 INTERMEDIATE READING COURSE 
This course officially consists of four books 


History and Biography 
“Men of Power” (Volume II])—Fred Eastman 
Cokesbury Press—$1.50' 


Fiction 
“Green Timber’—Esther Gerberding Hunt 
United Lutheran Publication House—75 cents 


Mission Study Book 
“Tales from East to West”—Margaret B. Cobb and 
Ezra Young—S0 cents 


Devotional 
“Talks To Young Adventurers’—John Edmund Brewton 
Fleming H. Revell Co.—$1.25 


(Continued on next page) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The following books are optional and may be sub- 
stituted in place of the books selected in each of the di- 
visions of the course. 


“Your Life and the Church’—Percy C. Hayward 
Abingdon Press—35 cents 

“The Fingerprints of God’—William M. Orr 
Cokesbury Press—$1.00 


“God In Our Home”’—Daniel Nystrom—Augustana Book 
Concern—Cloth 75 cents; Koratol $1.00 


Copies of the Reading Course lists can be procured 
by writing to The Luther League of America, 405 
Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


INVESTMENTS 

Everybody is making investments. Are we making 
the right kind? 

Every person is an investor. From the child who 
invests an hour of time playing by the brook to the big 
financier buying the controlling interest in some gigantic 
enterprise, all make investments. Through our time, 
our energies, our money, every person is an investor. 

Life is the universal factor in which every person 
is a stockholder. Each person has been accorded the 
freedom to select the phase of life he will invest in. He 
may concentrate all his efforts in the gain of material 
possessions. He may squander or dissipate his talents 
in riotous living. Even if he should spend his days in 
idleness, that, too, is an investment. We all use the 
capital of life in some manner. But we are left to 
choose what the investment shall be. 


An Investment Incurs Risk 

Each investment we make incurs hazards. The busi- 
ness man invests his money in groceries, shoes, cloth- 
ing, etc. In making the investment he takes a risk. 
Prices fluctuate, styles change and economic conditions 
vary, so the investment may prove unprofitable. 

But the important kind of an investment is not the 
one which involves money. It is the investment of life. 


A Japanese proverb says: 
“He who loses money loses nothing; 
He who loses health loses something; 
He who loses character loses everything.” 


Yet we are so often more careful about our financial 
investments rather than our character investments. 

A woman went to her lawyer to inquire about an 
investment she contemplated making. It was a doubt- 
ful moral character, and she wished to keep the matter 
secret, not wishing to lose her standing in the com- 
munity. But the reason for seeking the advice of her 
attorney had nothing to do with the moral aspect of it; 
she only wished to be assured the investment was sound 
financially. She was willing to take the hazards with her 
character, but not with her money. It did not occur to 
her that by far the most important factor of this con- 
templated investment was not, “What will it do for my 
money?” but “What will it do to me?” 


Life Is To Be Invested 
Life is the most important possession one has. This 
Possession is to be invested whether the holder is of a 
one or five talent ability. The worldly man pays more 
attention to all his other possessions than to his own 
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life. Christ said, “What shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” and yet many are permitting their souls to be 
bartered for in the evil markets of the world. 


We ought to consider the investments of life, one of 
the most precious of all capital with the greatest of 
eare. It is an eternal investment. The one who invests 
his life for the cause of Christ has made a right choice. 
To one who gives himself and his services unto the 
Lord there comes the satisfaction that there are no 
losses involved. Success is assured in the end. The in- 
vestment must be measured by a long perspective as the 
results are not always evident at once. The mushroom 
will grow overnight, but it takes a century to produce 
a full grown oak. Life invested in tawdry pleasures may 
bring quick results, but such returns have no lasting 
value, and then there is the aftermath. Only as we meas- 
ure Life by the long perspective can we tell whether or 
not it was really a success. 


Where are you investing your life? Is it being in- 
vested on the right side, the side on which stands God, 
Christ and His Church? If it is, nothing can prevent 
you from reaching: the ultimate goal toward which you 
strive. Adverse winds may hold you temporarily back, 
troublesome waves may delay your progress, but in the 
end you will win. You are a stockholder in an enter- 
prise, the values of which never fluctuate. And that 


enterprise will never, never fail. 
PAUL M. KINPORTS 


De You Know Someone 
O% Come Croup 


So unfortunate as to try to carry out the 
Luther without the 
“Review?” 


League program 


Yes? 


Then get the name posthaste on the dotted 
line below and send it off to 405 Muhlen- 
berg Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 


Address 


Gity ani Stat em cet rcee ease see crctecnecnates sscscscsnseeesetecesees 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
(Payable in Advance) 


One Wr SS s 6 8 S65 8 oa Sh 
Clubs of 5 or more - - - -_ $1.00 each 
Clubs of 10 or more - - - - .90 each 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Luther League Clippers 


(By Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 


FOURTEEN POINTS ON SERVICE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 

1. Every book in the New Testament was written 
by a foreign missionary. 

2. Every letter in the New Testament that was 
written to an individual was written to a convert of a 
foreign missionary. 

3. Every epistle in the New Testament that was 
written to a Church was written to a missionary Church. 

4.- Every book in the New..Testament that was 
written to a community of believers was written to a 
general group of foreign missionary Churches. 

5. The one book of prophecy in the New Testa- 
ment was written to the seven foreign missionary 
Churches in Asia. 

6. The only authoritative history of the early 
Christian Church is a foreign missionary journal. 

7. -The=disciples»were~called .Ghristians first in a 
foreign missionary language. 

8. The language of the books of the New Testa- 
ment is the missionary language. 

9. The map of the early Christian world is the 
tracing of the journeys of the first missionaries. 

10. Of the twelve apostles chosen by Jesus, every 
apostle except one became a missionary. 

11. The only man among the twelve apostles who 
did not become a missionary became a traitor. 

12. The problems which arose in the early Church 
were largely questions of missionary procedure. 

13. Only a foreign missionary could write an ever- 
lasting gospel. 

14. According to the apostles, missionary service 


is the highest expression of Christian life—William 
Adams Brown in “The Missionary Review of the 
World.” 


A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 

“..... Lhis one thing I do. 5 7/==Philippians 3:13. 

Doing one thing regularly, no matter how small it 
may be—doing it even when you don’t feel like it, when 
you are half-sick or think you are too tired, but doing 
it just the same—is known to be a wonderful character 
tonic. Indeed, there is a virtue in the regular doing that 
often far exceeds the virtue of the thing done. 

But in addition to the benefit that comes from the 
stimulating self-discipline of the regular doing, why 
not have also the greatest possible benefit from the 
thing done? Suppose that the rule you never broke, 
the thing you elected to do unfailingly, rain or shine, 
convenient or inconvenient, were to be at Church at 
least every Sunday morning, on time, happy and smil- 
ing. Visualize what it would mean to us individually 
and to our Church if each of us resolved to do that one 
simple thing throughout this year!—Lutheran Church 


Herald. 


ARE YOU EXCUSED? 


Horace Bushnell once made an interesting list of 
all who might be excused from giving to missions. 
Here it is: 

Those who believe that the world is not lost and 
does not need a Saviour. Those who believe that Jesus 
Christ made a mistake when He said, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Those who believe the gospel is not the power of God, 
and can not save the heathen. Those who wish that 
missionaries had never come to our ancestors, and that 
we ourselves were still heathen. Those who believe 
that it is “every man for himself,’ in this world, and 
who, with Cain, ask, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
Those who want no share in the final victory. Those 
who believe they are not accountable to God for the 
money intrusted to them. Those who are prepared to 
accept the final sentence: “Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.” 


—Missionary News 


Among the ruins of the city Herkulanum, destroyed 
by Mt. Vesuvius in the year 79 A. D., a charred cross 
was found. It is believed to be the oldest Christian 
cross in existence, indicating that the Cross was a 
symbol of the Christians much earlier than has been 
generally thought—News Bulletin. 


HOW SHALL WE FACE THE NEW YEAR? 

With Faith—the inner spirit with which we win moral 
victories over chaos, unrest and evil. 

With Belief—a belief in God, His creation and the life 
everlasting. 

With Prayer—as regularly as night follows day. 

With Conscience—the counterpoise between right and 
wrong. 

With Courage—the indomitable quality that keeps us 
going forward. 

With Honesty—because it is an obligation within 
ourselves. 


With Content of the simple things—so that we may de- 
feat selfishness and personal concerns from under- 
mining the high plane of His will. 

With Love for one another—the new philosophy of life. 


With Christian living—that which we can only attain | 
through thinking and doing what is in accord with 
Christ’s teachings. 


With Trust in this credo—for it is God’s will. 
—The Epworth Herald 
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The dawn of the year 1940 will find the members of The Luther League of America faced with 


a big task—one which must be accomplished if the work of our organization is to continue effectively. ; 
This task is the raising of the quotas for the Sustaining Membership Fund. s 


When our Leaguers come to a realization of the fact that the Sustaining Membership quotas 
are counted upon in making the annual budget of The Luther League of America just as fully as are 
the dues, and understand that for each dollar their quotas are short the work among our young people 
is handicapped just that much, there will be no necessity to urge our Leaguers to respond to this great 
matter. 


The annual budget of The Luther League of America amounts upward towards $25,000. Amone 
the estimated receipts in this budget is the sum of $4,000 to come from the Sustaining Membership 
Fund. This amount of money is as vital a part of that budget as the dues, the proceeds from the sale 
of literature, etc. If the Sustaining Membership Fund falls short of raising $4,000 during 1940, the 
amount it falls short, of course, will be a deficit and the work of our general organization will be hamp- 
ered, to that extent. 


Whenever our Government has engaged in a conflict with other nations our people have always 
stood behind it to the last man and woman and also to the last dollar. The Luther League of America 
is taking part on the side of Christ in the great conflict between good and evil. We have the man- 
power and woman-power, splendid examples of young manhood and young womanhood, but we also 
must have the money to train the Christian soldiers in Christ’s army. Every loyal Luther Leaguer now 
has the opportunity to support the “base of supplies” for this conflict against the forces of evil, by 
becoming a holder of a Contributing Membership and Leagues can also help by subscribing to a Sus- 
taining or other type of Membership. 


The officers of The Luther League of America, knowing that every item of expenditure in the 
1940 budget is a proper one have no fear that loyal Leaguers will permit the Sustaining Membership 
Fund to fall short of the $4,000 it is expected to furnish towards the budget. 


January lst, 1940, is the time for Luther Leaguers to show their loyalty by sending in their dollar 
contribution under the Sustaining Membership Plan of The Luther League of America. In this way 
they become “Contributing Members” of The Luther League of America, and for their identification 
they receive by return mail an attractive receipt card which bears their name. In the lower right hand 
corner you will see just what the card looks like. How soon will you get yours? 


Remember that the Sustaining Membership Fund is composed of the several classes of member- 
ship as follows: 


1. The Sustaining Membership 
This is for Leagues—Local, District, EVERY LUTHER LEAGUER SHOULD CARRY 


State or Synodical—and for Leaguers ONE OF THESE CONTRIBUTING 
and friends of the League. $5.00 or MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
more per year. 


2. The Contributing Membership 


Limited to Luther Leaguers and friends 
of the League. $1.00 per year. 


This is to Certify that 


3. The Alumni, Gift or Memorial Membership John Doe 
This is for Luther Leagues, Luther 
Leaguers and friends of the League is a Contributing Member of the 


who realize the importance of the 
training of the young people of the LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Lutheran’ Church and wish to make : : 

this work possible by contributing to 1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
this Fund $5.00 or more per year. 


1940 Chairman, Sustaining Membership Committee 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to October 31, 1939 


Financial Reports 


Alumni 
Ps ° : Total Gift 
There is still time to make your last-minute pay- Pome Quota’ WP Bald Suse, Cont? Mem’ 
ments on dues and Sustaining Memberships for 1939. 5 wor California. $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 
Mail your payments so that we will receive them before Southern lions ae one By) stet6 $10.00 
the 29th of December. Coutecncat weed, #38100) a 28000 15.00 10.00 
Bioridale steers, tersta.s)-1e 20.00 18.00 5.00 3.00 10.60 
1939 DUES REPORT Georgia-Alabama .. 55.00 34.00 15.00 4.00 ees 
IOUS oseoncd sjaste LO O;00) 25.00 10.00 15. 
NORIO BE AED Indiana ....... sacl 165200 27.00 10.00 17.00 
} Senior : Intermediate 6=Towat fee oa 50.00 54.56 4.00 50.56 
ee Paid Dilea = he Se cca ere ee 70.00 62.75 4875 4.00 — ‘10.00 
15—Northern California .. $27.00 $27.00 $4.50 $4.50  Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
Southern California ...... 91.25 68.43 10.00 5.00 4 Maryland ..... 220.00 227.00 130.00 42.00 55.00 
10—Columbia District .... 37.50 37.50 2.50 250.0 Mice neo 40.00 22.00 22.00 
12—Connecticut ......... 61.25 61.25 12.80 12:80: seangiaeat ween ae 40.00 10.00 10.00 
4=—Floridasacaascnes soccer 31.00 31.00 2.80 2:80 Sea Nei kag aun 50.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 77.50 58.14 9.90 7.44 Mississippi .....-- 10.00 
Ulmnoisie Pace osee eee eae 199.50 214.50 35.00 10:00 Sees ae — 5599 ~~ 12.00 5.00 2.00 _ 5.00 
1i=—Indianay) sis 4ieencictes 105.00 105.00 11.30 11.30 1_"New Jersey .... — 98.00 123.00 ~ 60.00 ~. 48.00 15.00 
SON Bence eae fees) Z8.00 130) 1280 New Sore eter 325.00 317.75 155.25 82.50 80.00 
LSAIEES) SaodooguannsHsocaat 83.75 64.38 5.00 32/0 Nees eCarohna 370.00 119.10 80.00 24.10 15.00 
14—Kentucky-Tennessee 42.75 42.75 1.00 1.00 Ohio 230.00 111.00 61.00 18.00 32.00 
6—Maryland ............ 317.00 317.00 42.00 42:00: ae pail Worthmeste mea 5l00 31.00 30.00 1.00 
Michigan ................ 75.25 61.00 11.20 9.10 Denney ivacieeeee 1,450.00 1,179.30 404.00 328.00 447.30 
8—Midwest OGOTOS TOGOA 0 81.75 81.75 2—Rocky Mountain 15.00 18.50 5.00 13.50 
Minnesota ‘sco. cusses 70.00 B5:00'9)99 12/50" 12.50 ere ere 260.00 227.14 169.14 48.00 10.00 
Mississippi’ esinnte aesentee 16.50 8.25 Texas =m 60.00 13.00 5.00 3.00 5.00 
17—Nebraska ..........- 61.25 61.25 8.60 BOOMER; ie: er ane 250.00 195.00 121.00 59.00 15.00 
2—New Jersey .......... 117.50 117.50 35.00 35.00 weet Virginie .. 35.00 12.00 5.00 2.00 5.00 
New Work iiinen seareitelene 437.50 218.76 114.70 57.36 Wi 35.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
North Carolina .......... 669.50 502.14 84.20 CSAS Se a sel a i 9.00 5.00 4.00 
16-0 bicker 337.25 337.25 22.50 22:50: De cians ae 70.01 15.00 4.00 51.01 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 48.50 48.50 5.50 SpSDAp por ab ec acetal: : 
Pennsylvania aaaeeeeiicece 2,212.75 1,844.00 226.60 226.60 
3—Rocky Mountain ...... "25.00 25.00 3.00 3.00 $3,002 AUIS 21 AAG eS rae 
7—South Carolina ....... 389.00 * 389.00 36.90 36.90 
Texasacncain sorter tena: 108.00 21.93 7.40 4.50 
Witeinia (i5) ene cmene nce 306.25 229.71 20.00 15.00 
13—West Virginia ...... 32.50 32.50 4.00 4.00 
9—Wisconsin ............ 49.00 49.00 11.80 11.80 SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Canadair oceratneee Sete 75Uloe ae 
January 1 to November 30, 1939 
$6,186.00 $5,239-64 $753.20 $631.10 opTHERN CALIFORNIA, totalla 


AFRICA MISSION PROJECT 
November 24, 1939 


Paid 
League Quota Senior Inter. 
Northern California 
Seuthern California 
Columbia District 
GOnnecticub ye aco ctereeeireen eieeines 
Wloridairc tines sistesesderce ocr mere 
Georgia-Alabama .......... 
IDNA OS a eres teia/n)evaleve/a) tis iererstolersieicte rete 
ai dianialyave:<\ererestlolslsvavelaletorenelovealcre $25.00 
MO Wale ieceisists ataldettieicles wives 
Keqnsas) :Zsiv(atsinialclels eens 20.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Maryland “owes siecle co necmninecne 10.25 
Michigan cies si cos st tone 2.00 
Mid West x ssraicts stats'ertie seme mete bare j 
Minnesota ...... POT AOGULOOSEEIOD 115.00 
Mississippi ........ sfootetetetoleiefe stave 30.00 
INebraskatrectinsecsecntecrienetenn 100.00 
ING WISI ETSO Ys vcravese icicle le cteevers SaeDo0 195.00 21.00 $20.40 
INO we VOt)cioters'sisic cts cles se erative ate 720.00 
NonthmGarolinia’ <ecticccetiswacon 1,100.00 
(OPO SUP LOO BOD AOC OGOS OCC t 555.00 50.00 
Pacifies Northwest sscae esse velece 90.00 
Penrsylvamtarnsics eis 'cfhere ie aitalcelnotets 3,630.00 12.83 
Rocky Mountain 2.6% .cscees0cee 40.00 
Honth Carolina. dcleerecene 640.00 
PREXAS +S syacie ates ce steanio ee Maren eee 180.00 4.00 
ANGI, cco Stafaas wigietatarn croere miele th te 505.00 
West, Virginia icine onainioce 5 55.00 
NVASCONSIN Ula oyetarslerecstusieoieeineactyc ot 80.00 
Intermediate Rally tresececcciacsee 7.00 
$10,200.00 $145.08 $27.40 


Wisconsin State Luther League is the twenty-third State or 
Synodical Luther League to have met their quota in full for the 


Konnarock Medical Center. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 19 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 5 
CONNECTICUT, total 5 

FLORIDA, total 6 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 10 
ILLINOIS, total 13 


Henry F. Neal, By Reen Memorial Luther League, St. 


INDIANA, total 12 
IOWA, total 11 
John L. Berger 
Mrs. G. H. Lowe 
KANSAS, total 10 
Trinity Intermediate Luther League, Abilene 
St. John’s Luther League, Lancaster 
Eastern Conference Luther League 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 75 
Margaret Gower 
MICHIGAN, total 3 
MIDWEST, total 2 
MINNESOTA, total 4 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA, total 4 
NEW JERSEY, total 63 
Our Saviour Senior Luther League, Jersey City 
Charles Hull, Jr. 
Anita Lindes 
Anna Hetzer 
Anna Sieben 
Minerva A, Eckhoff 
NEW YORK, total 115 
Mrs, Pauline Link 
Mrs. A. H. Goetz 
Syracuse District Luther League 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 42 
Mrs. Roy Coyzins 


Louis 
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OHIO, total 28 
Springfield Federation of Luther Leagues 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Ada 
Vernon Nickels 
Erle G. Greiner, Memorialized by Luther League of the Synod 
of Ohio 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 7 
Central Senior Luther League, Seattie 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 472 
Sister Edna Bradley, By Sister Helene Kuechler, Ambler 
Doris Jean Kurzenknabe, By Mr. and Mrs. John George 
Kurzenknabe, Harrisburg 
Dr. E. Clarence Miller 
York District Luther Leaguers, Memorialized by York District 
Mrs. F. W. Gerhart, Memorialized by Marion Gerhart, 
Philadelphia 
G. Walter Coyle 
Kenneth Coovert, By St. Paul’s Luther League, Spring Grove 
Zion Intermediate Luther League, Olney, Philadelphia 
Lillian Schroeder 
Earl Reimert 
Earl Schmehl 
Harrisburg District Luther League 
Rey. Robert Gerhart 
Rev. R. E. Kramer, By Christ Luther League, Mahanoy City 
John Naylor 
St. James Luther League, Jewett 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 9 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 75 
Redeemer Intermediate Luther League, Newberry 
Dr. Andrew George Voigt, Memorialized by Clara K. Shealy 
Dick William Weber 
Kathleen Moose 
Ruth Wohlers 
Inez Boddie 
Carolyn Boette 
Heyward Epting 
Margaret Dodgen 
Elma Jordan 
Lucille Bierzunski 
Ciremba Amick 
Marie Heinsohn 
Mary Rude 
Sandy Run Luther League, Swansea 
Luther League of South Carolina 
TEXAS, total 5 
VIRGINIA, total 86 
Salem Luther League, Mt. Sidney 
St. Martin’s Luther League, Quicksburg 
‘WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 5 


‘Lu Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 


as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 
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MCemorialized in Sustaining WCembership Fund 


‘Erle C. Greiner : 
Memorialized by Luther League of the Synod of Ohio 


York Distriet Luther Leaguers 
Memorialized by York District Luther League 


Mrs. F. W. Gerhart 
Memorialized by Marion Gerhart, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Wr. Andrew George Voigt 
Memorialized by Clara K. Shealy 
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I Was In Prison 


Sometime ago I was in prison. When, where, and 
how long doesn’t matter. The iron doors opened and 
closed only as the guards pulled levers in response to 
signals. I could not escape. 


But it was Sunday morning at a Reformatory. To 
the tune of a stirring march, 1800 individuals came to 
a large auditorium. There was an orchestra under the 
leadership of a capable director, a choir, and a Negro 
quartet. The singing was hearty; the attention was 
better than one would expect. During the service one 
prisoner was baptized by the Chaplain. 


It was my privilege to speak. For twenty-five min- 
utes I tried to show that the hand of God is not turned 
against them, that God has a plan for their lives, that 
there is work for them to do, and that there is hope 
for them in Jesus Christ. As we left the piatform, the 
audience burst into applause (“Contrary to custom,” re- 
marked the Chaplain) as an evidence of their apprecia- 
tion. 


Who were these prisoners? The figures for that 
group on that day were not available, but the data on 
those received during the fourth quarter of 1938 may 
be considered as typical. During that period 337 were 
received from the court, and 90 were received as paroled 
violators returned, escapes returned, and transfers. The 
following analysis will concern the 337 new arrivals. 


The average age was 23. The age having the largest 
number was 19. 80% were less than 25. 70% declared 
they had no religious affiliation. 70% were considered 
to be in good health, while 30% had venereal disease. 
52% were drinkers. About 53% came from homes broken 
by divorce and death. 


Only 2% of the parents had better than a common 
school education. In fact, 55% of the parents did not 
have a common school education. Only 20% of the 
prisoners had an education above common school. 


Those 337 new arrivals were listed as having 27 oc- 
cupations with 177 designated as laborers, 29 as farmers, 
19 as painters, 19 as truck drivers, 10 as clerical workers, 
4 as musicians, and 1 as a preacher. Five had no oc- 
cupation. 


Some of the 38 crimes for which they were im- 
prisoned were burglary, larceny, forgery, robbery, and 
theft. 


A review of these statistics indicates the signifi- 
cance of broken homes, lack of education and no relig- 
ious training. Ripley’s “Believe It or Not,” after ob- 
taining affidavits to substantiate the facts, reported that 
there is a community in Kansas where there has not 
been a crime committed for some forty years. That 
community is without a public school, but it has a 
Lutheran parochial school. A statement has come to 
my attention that forty boys and girls can be given re- 
ligious training with money spent to maintain one pris- 
oner in a penitentiary. In other words it costs forty 
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times as much to care for a prisoner in a penitentiary as 
to give a boy or girl a religious education. It is also 
reported that from the one-half of the American people 
who have no religious training comes 95% of the 
criminals. 


These facts and the responsiveness of those 1800 
youths constitute more evidence that Christian educa- 
tion is still the need of the hour. Churches should en- 
large and intensify their educational programs. As a 
means of protection to citizens, the State and Federal 
Governments should encourage colleges with programs 
of Christian education rather than enter into competi- 
tion with programs of secular education. As a matter 
of economy, assuring a decrease of taxes and Govern- 
ment expenses, citizens should support with their wealth 
Christian Education. As a matter of character building 
parents should insist on more religious instruction for 
their children. As a matter of the development and per- 
petuity of a desirable civilization, men and women every- 
where should work for and support to the utmost, even 
of sacrifice, programs of Christian education in congre- 
gations, in colleges, in theological seminaries, and in re- 
ligious work with students everywhere. 
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Have You Ordered 


The New Missionary Day Service 


“ight Days in a@ Hammock” 


Plan now to present this Service on 
JANUARY 28, 1940 


And receive an Offering for the new Missionary Project 
of The Luther League of Ametica in 
Liberia, Africa 


The pamphlet is free. Each Luther League is limited 
to twelve copies 
Order from 
The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 


1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna, 
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NEWS FROM 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Dick William: Weber, of Summerville, was reelected President 
of the South Carolina Luther League at the Twenty-ninth Annual 
State Convention held at Charleston, October 27-29. Archie Dodgen, 
of Graniteville, was elected Vice-President. Mr. Weber took office 
unopposed. Nearly 200 delegates attended the opening of the 
Convention at St. John’s Lutheran Church, on Friday night, October 
27, when Rey. Dr. Charles A. Linn, Ph.D., Pastor of the Lutheran 
Church of the Ascension, Savannah, Ga., spoke on “Draw Near To 
The Church.” The League of St. John’s Church was convention 
host. Theme of the convention was ‘‘Draw Near.” 


Rey. Dr. E. Z. Pence, of Little Mountain, President of the 
South Carolina Lutheran Synod, spoke on “Draw Near To The 
Home,” at the convention banquet held at the Charleston Y. M. C. A., 
Saturday night, October 28. 

“Draw near to God; you and I must sue for peace and hate 
war,” Rey. Dr. George J. Gongaware, Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, told Leaguers at services at St. John’s, Sunday morning, 
October 29. Dr. Gongaware’s sermon was entitled, “Draw Near To 
God.” He took his text from Psalms 73:28, “It is good for me to 
draw near to God.” Dr. Gongaware said that men and nations must 
learn to obey God’s commandments. “If they will hear Him, peace 
would prevail instead of war,’ he said. 


Rey. F. W. Brandt, Pastor of St. Barnabas Lutheran Church, 
Charleston, and Chaplain of the Convention, installed the newly- 
elected officers at the final session on Sunday afternoon. 


Officers elected were: President, Dick William Weber, Summer- 
ville; Vice-President, Archie Dodgen, Graniteville; Recording Secre- 
tary, Miss Laura Muller, Blythewood; Corresponding Secretary, 
Miss Carolyn Hippenstiel, Charleston; Treasurer, Miss Ethel Hocke- 
meyer, Charleston; Educational Secretary, Miss Elma Jordan, Bates- 
burg; Missionary Secretary, Miss Clara Shealy, Elloree; Life Serv- 
ice Secretary, James Dickert, Columbia; Publicity Secretary, Charles 
Lesemann, Charleston; Statistical Secretary, John Bookhardt, Green- 
ville; Field Secretary, Rev. Obert Kempson, Blythewood; Inter- 
mediate Secretary, Miss Pearl Stockman, Little Mountain; Archivist, 
Miss Mary Rhude, Greenville. 

A letter of greeting was received from Alvin H. Schaediger, 
President of The Luther League of America. The next South Car- 
olina Convention will be held in the Western district of the State. 


ILLINOIS 
Capitol District 
Luther Leaguers of Capitol District held another great Rally 
on Sunday afternoon and evening of October 15th, when they met 
in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Springfield. The Rally began with 
a Vesper Service, conducted by the Pastor, Rev. W. W. Roth. The 
sermon was preached'by Rey. A. Burd Arganbright, Pastor of Grace 


ALL AROUND 


Church, Springfield, on the theme, “Prove All Things.” 
Choir assisted in making the service worshipful. 


The business session was conducted by the President of Capitol 
District, Miss Mildred Hoffman. Miss Margaret Tengler, President 
of St. John’s League, extended the welcome. A beautiful Life Service 
Flag for the District, was presented in an able manner by Bill 
Swarbrick, III, who is the Secretary of the District. There were 
greetings from a number’ of folks. John Dameron, President of 
Greater St. Louis District, who with a number of St. Louis Leaguers 
came up for the Rally, spoke for the Luther League of Illinois. 
Rev. Roger G. Imhoff, 
healthy boost. Rev. E. J. Johnson brought greetings from the Central 
Conference. Miss Nettie Beanblossom of Pontiac, gave a fine report 
of the National Luther League Convention held at Long Beach, 
California. Miss Alice Powell of Washington, and Miss Minnie Tess 
of Peoria, reported the Illinois Luther League Convention held at 
St. Louis. 


St. John’s 


The Banquet in the evening was a happy event, when more than 
250 Leaguers sat down to well-laden tables, decorated in harmony 
with Harvest Festival Day, which had been observed by St. John’s 
Congregation on the same day. The program booklet was unique; 
it represented various kinds of fruit, cut to shape and with proper 
color. Spirited group singing was led by Eden Nicholas, The writer 
gave the invocation. La Rue Frietag did his part well as toastmaster. 
The Misses Alvina and Ruth Reicks sang two duet numbers very 
effectively. Then we listened to Rey. K. E. Irvin, D.D., Pastor of 
the First Lutheran Church, Beardstown, in a practical and inspira- 
tional address on, ‘“‘“Go, Work In My Vineyard.’ He developed the 
word “Work” acrostically: “W” for Will, a surrender to Christ; 
“OQ” for Onward, the fruits we bear; “R” for Right, that which we 
do on the right road; “‘K” for King, the Christ. 


All who shared in promoting this Rally were heartily commended 
for the splendid way in which it was arranged and conducted. 


Reports were given by two Leagues of the District—St. John’s, 
Springfield, and St. Mark’s, Nokomis—who had participated in the 
fine Missionary activity of soliciting subscriptions to ‘‘The Lutheran.” 
We hope that more Leagues have done so, and that they themselves 
will derive a blessing from reading this Christian journal. 


REV. EDWIN J. JOHNSON, Reporter 


NEW JERSEY 


Hudson District : 

“The ‘tide-ings’ will be brief” reports Walt Morten, “since but 
one occurrence of note has taken place in Hudson River District 
following the last release!” 

“There was quite a ripple when some eighty Leaguers gathered 
at a Banquet to honor our beloved friend and the distinguished 
leader. of The Luther League of America, Alvin Schaediger. Follow- 


of Carthage, gave our College the usual _ 
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ing an enjoyable meal, those present heard the more enjoyable 
words of praise and challenge spoken by the past presidents (nine 
of them) who with the exception of the first, were all present en 
masse along with Mr. Schaediger’s parents, sister and wife. The 
spirit of Luther League-ing, indescribable in words, was evident in 
the very being of every guest. The fellowship of this most joyous 
occasion will assuredly be a treasured memory of each and every 
person present!” 
Central District 


From Ernie Knoblauch we learn that on Sunday afternoon, the 
19th of November the District will have a Forum at St. Paul’s 
Church, Linden, at which time the District Officers will attempt to 
help the individual Leagues with any’ of their problems. 


The January District Rally will be held at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Union, on January 8th. 


Shore District 


Miss Dorothy Perry was recently appointed Publicity Chairman 
for this District and in her first “‘epistle’? as such, sets forth these 
few brief facts: The shore District held a Reformation Rally, Mon- 
day, November 6th, at the Holy Trinity Church of Red Bank. Rey. 
Walter Cowne, pastor-loci, conducted the devotional service. Miss 
Winonah Darrah, R. N., General Mental Hygeine Supervisor of the 
Monmouth County Organization for Social Service and member of 
the host Church spoke on her work. Mr. J. Fred Danker presided 
at the business meeting. 


Southern District 


Your correspondent is pleased to report on what is and will 
continue to be one of the most “active’’ Districts in this State, despite 
the fact that by the time of this reading the two Synods on its 
territory will have taken steps to organize its youth into Synodical 
affiliated Luther Leagues, with plans to withdraw them from mem- 
bership in our State organization. The change does not seem to 
affect the activities of the Leagues and Leaguers, though, for since 
our last release we have had a Hallowe’en Party, and a Monthly 
Rally at North Woodbury with Rev. Harold F. Muffley of Gloucester 
as the speaker. Plans for the immediate future will find this Dis- 
trict having a Local Representatives Meeting on Sunday, December 
3rd, an Executive Committee Meeting December 14th, a Candlelight 
Carol Service and Rally and Party on December 21st in the Grace 
Lutheran Church of Camden, and a Swimming Party at a time and 
place not yet announced. 


Trenton District 


The Trenton District Luther League held its Thanksgiving 
Rally, Tuesday, November 21st, in the Bethel Lutheran Church, with 
Rev. Joseph Kavalek, of St. John’s Slovak Lutheran Church as the 
speaker, Installation of the officers was conducted by Rev. Roy 
Bowers of the entertaining Church. It was voted at the last Execu- 
tive Committee Meeting to publish, with the help of the State 
League Publicity Secretary, a bi-monthly bulletin. The new Dis- 
trict Publicity Secretary is Miss Alma Nicolai. 


EUGENE H. KELCHNER 
Publicity Secretary, Luther League of New Jersey 


From the Intermediate Secretary 


The various Luther Leagues in the Intermediate Department of 
the Luther League of New Jersey have been holding regularly ap- 
pointment local and district meetings according to schedule. We know 
of two regularly organized intermediate Districts—Bergen and Hud- 
son River—which held rallies at which 
time they stressed the new missionary pro- 
ject of The Luther League of America— 
the offering in both cases being sent to the 
State Missionary Secretary, who in turn 
is forwarding it to the proper persons. We 
have no doubt but that the others, too, 
throughout our State, whether in district or 
local organization, are meeting and plan- 
ning to back the project 100%. 


Intermediate organization is no new 
idea to any of us. However, the new three- 
fold program of The Luther League of 
America, elevating the Intermediates to 
Senior standing, through the increased dues 
and through the new proposed program re- 
quires much thought and attention. It is 
the hope of the State Intermediate Secre- 
tary to conduct an institute for all Inter- 
mediate leaders and advisers throughout our 
territory in order to discuss and further the 
work of the Intermediate ’teen-agers as 
much as possible. No definite time has 
been announced as yet for this meeting, but 
as soon as possible we expect to go ahead 
with our plans. 

ANNA H. ZOPHS 
Intermediate Secretary 
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LUTHER LEAGUES OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
IN CONVENTION 


The 14th annual convention of the District Luther League of 
Northern California was held this year in Sacramento on October 
14 and 15. St. John’s Lutheran Church was truly honored in play- 
ing host to this delegation of 150 Leaguers. 


The evening banquet, held in the League rooms of the Church, 
was the beginning of an enjoyable two days of fellowship. The 
theme idea, “In His Steps,” prevailed in the decorations, which were 
small gold crosses with “In His Steps” imprinted on them; and 
huge Luther League emblems decorated the banquet hall. E. C. 
Moyer, Treasurer of the Board of Trustees of St. John’s Church, 
Sacramento, extended greetings. Mr. Ted Strutz, District President, 
responded. The Master of Ceremonies was R. W. Nielson, President 
of the St. John’s Senior League, who introduced the visiting Leagues 
as well as the district officers and pastors. 


Group singing and pep yells stimulated enthusiasm during the 
first half of the evening. The convention hymn, ‘Stepping In The 
Light,” was a great favorite. 


An excellent musical program, consisting of a string ensemble, 
a vocal solo, and a double piano duo, were presented. When Art 
Strader gave a comedy sketch the audience was in “‘stitches.” 


The evening speaker was F. Melvyn Lawson, B.A., M.A., Vice- 
Principal of the Sacramento High School, who gave an address 
entitled “Assets and Liabilities.” 


The first business session was opened formally by Ted Strutz, 
District President. Rev. Robert S. Romeis, Pastor of the First 
Church, Fresno, and Pastor Advisor of the District, led the opening 
prayer. 

After the presentation of the President’s report, President 
Strutz took the chair and the first business session was soon in full 
swing with the reports of officers the next order of business. Miss 
Mildred Nielson gave the Secretary’s report and Miss Emelie Wag- 
goner, Missionary Secretary, reported on the Konnarock project, and 
the new undertaking, that of the Boys’ School in Liberia. Ruth 
Bastin, Life Service Secretary, and Alvin Hansen, delegate to the 
Augustana Retreat at Santa Cruz, California, gave their reports. Emil 
Sass reported on Sustaining Membership, and he also gave the 
Treasurer’s report, who unfortunately could not attend. 


At this time a new Intermediate League was accepted into he 
Disrict. This fine group of Leaguers comes from St. Michael’s 
Church, Berkeley. 

A gold Luther League ring was presented to Theodore Strutz 
by the host Church as a token of appreciation for his fine work and 
untiring efforts to fulfill his duties during the past year. 


A special order was the hearing of Fresno’s formal invitation to 
hold the 15th annual District Convention in their city. Small boxes 
of raisins with “Let’s Go Fresno 1940” inscribed on them, several 
telegrams, and large posters carried out this idea. 


After singing the Luther League Anthem and praying the Lord’s 
Prayer, led by Rev. Romeis, the meeting was adjourned. 


For all those Leaguers who awoke soon enough—9:30—a Sun- 
day School forum was conducted. Mrs. Verna Kopka Lawson, B.A., 
M.A., led the forum on the convention theme, “In His Steps.” 


Rev. H. W. Opperman, pastor of the St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, preached the Sunday morning sermon on “In His Steps.”” 
The St. John’s Choir furnished the music for the morning service. 


Fourteenth Annual Convention, District Luther League of Northern 
California, held October 14-15, 1939 
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Immediately after Church a luncheon was given in the socia) 
rooms of the Church. After the conclusion of the luncheon the 
convention picture was taken at the front of the Church. 


The second business session began with the report of the reso- 
lutions committee. Resolutions were adopted to better the Banner 
point program by changing the sixth article to read that 2% points 
be given if the District dues are paid up at each quarter, to increase 
the Luther League Review subscriptions to 35, to appoint a full- 
time editor for the “Microphone,” District publication, to adopt the 
Liberia missionary project, which is a quota for two years at $25.00 
each year, and to adopt a 16 Point Banner point program for Inter- 
mediates. 


The registration committee awarded Fresno an attendance cup 
for their perfect attendance. Tupper Lockhart, President of Fresno’s 
Senior League, responded and asked to see all the Leaguers at 
Fresno the next year. 

The Banner point plaque was given to St. John’s Church, 
Sacramento, for a high percentage of 93, for their past year’s con- 
secrated work. First English Church of Sacramento came in second 
with 75 per cent, 


We were fortunate in having a National officer, Robert Ray 
Inslee, Second Vice-President, of Glendale, Calif., present at our 
convention. He gave a short talk on Luther League work and men- 
tioned the Pocket Testament League and the reading courses, before 
the meeting was adjourned. 


The newly-elected officers, Theodore Strutz, 
John’s, Sacramento; Emelie Waggoner, Vice-President, of First 
English Church, Sacramento; Ruth Garnet, Secretary, of First 
Church, Fresno; and Catherine Bastin, Treasurer, of Richmond, were 
then installed. The installation service was conducted by Rev. 
Romeis. 


One of the highlights of the two-day convention was the per- 
sonally-conducted tour of the new United States Army Air Depot, 
located a few miles out of Sacramento, After the tour everyone 
returned to the Church, where the Leaguers made ready for their 
departure, and so all good things must come to and end. 


President, of St. 


(Our two days were full, but inspiring ones, and from time to 
time as we sing our convention hymn, “Stepping In The Light,” it 
will bring back pleasant memories and also inspire in us a desire 
for furthering our work with the knowledge that God is guiding us! 


PENNSYLVANIA 


With the echo of the hymn of praise, ‘‘Now Thank We All Our 
God” still ringing in our ears, we recall that the youth of Pennsyl- 
vania have successfully completed another one of their Statewide 
plans—Thanksgiving Rallies throughout the entire State League— 
all meeting at one time and date to lift their voices in thankful song 
to the Bountiful God for His goodness which they have enjoyed 
this past year. In a number of sections, District Conventions have 
been held, while in other Locals, Conferences and Synods are making 
last plans for their organization meetings, in order to complete the 
task Pennsylvania has set for itseli—that of an “honorable self- 
extinction.” 


Allentown—‘‘A Charge To Keep I Have’’ was the theme of the 
44th annual Convention of this District. Three sessions were held 
November 4th, St, Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Allentown, being the 
host Church. Rev. Donald L. Steinhauer of St. Paul’s, Bethlehem, 
was the Chaplain. One phase of the afternoon program was the 
work of the Departments presented as “The Luther League Goes 
To School’? and as supplemented by Living Pictures. Rev. M. LeRoy 
Wuchter, Pastor, Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Atonement, 
Wyomissing, spoke on “The Other Man” at the evening session 
which was brought to a close by candlelight installation of officers. 
As the District becomes extinct as of December 31st, an organizaion 
meeting to adopt a Constitution and elect permanent officers of the 
Allentown Conference Luther League, will be held December 9th, 
in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Catasauqua. 


Harrisburg—Approximately 250 Leaguers attended the annual 
Fall Banquet held November 14th. The entertainment feature of 
this event was an amateur minstrel show with our zealous State 
President, “Ken” Dry, as interlocutor. Zion Lutheran Church was 
host to the Tri-District Thanksgiving Rally of the Lancaster-Harris- 
burg-York Districts. Rev. M. R. Hamsher, President of The Central 
Pennsylvania Synod was the guest speaker. 


Johnstown—The offering received at the Johnstown District 
Thanksgiving Rally was given to the proper authorities for the work 
of the Gossner Mission in India. On the evening of November Sth 
the pastoral conference planned a union Reformation Service. The 
Luther Leaguers were alert to their opportunity and they, ioo, 
planned a joint service to be held previous to the Vespers. Rev. 
Edgar T. Chrisemer, student pastor of First Lutheran Church, 
Johnstown, discussed the League topic to the numerous Leaguers 
represented at this meeting. 


Lancaster—The 45th annual Convexti-n of the District was held 
November 11, in Trinity Lutheran Charch, Coatesville. The Con- 
vention theme, ‘““Ihis Man Jesus—The Teacher, The Hea'er, The 
Christ,’’ was developed at the three sessions through addresses given 
by Rev. J. T. Fox of Trinity Lutheran Church, Coatesville; Rev. 
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Arthur Chatten of the Board of Inner Missions of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania; and Miss Edith Menkel of Baltimore, Maryland, 
As an additional social feature, a trip through the World’s Largest 
Plate Mills was arrange for those in attendance. Since the Leaguers 
in this territory will be divided after January Ist, disposition was 
made of the $1,000 which had been on interest for the past few 
years, Incidentally, the interest derived from this capital has been 
used to support two native India workers. The money now will 
be turned over to the Board of Foreign Missions, with the request 
that they reinvest the money and continue this Missionary project 
which the District has begun. The officers of the Lancaster District 
(Central Pennsylvania Synod) will be: President, Claire Antes; 
Vice-President, Harold Stumpf; Recording Secretary, Alma Nolt; 
Executive Secretary, Emma Stumpf; and Treasurer, Beulah Stauffer, 


Philadelphia—‘‘Ever Onward With Christ’? was the theme of 
the Fall Convention of the Philadelphia District. The work of the 
Departments was covered at the afternoon session. Bert Stracker, 
First Vice-President of the Luther League of Pennsylvania, was 
Toastmaster at the Dinner Session. A Panel Discussion was held 
at the evening session, ‘“‘The Needs of Youth—In The World To- 
day, As I See Them,” was discussed by Dr. E. A. E. Palmquist, 
Executive Secretary of the Philadelphia Federation of Churches. 
“The Needs of Youth—In The Church Today, As I See Them,” was 
discussed by Rey. Paul C. Empie, Superintendent, Germantown 
Lutheran Orphans’ Home and Home for the Aged. Alvin H. Schae- 
diger, President of The Luther League of America, discussed ‘‘How 
The Luther League Helps To Solve These Problems’ while the 
“Summary of the Needs of Youth” was discussed by Harry Hodges, 
Executive Secretary of the Lutheran Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief. 


Philadelphia District has set aside two Sundays in December to 
further the work of the Life Service Department by stressing the 
ministry and the diaconate to Leaguers in their local groups. De- 
cember 3rd will be Seminary Day and December 10th will be Dea- 
coness Day. In many cases students from the Seminary and Deacon- 
esses from Philadelphia Motherhouse will present their respective 
fields of service. 


The Intermediates had their Fall Rally, November 18th, at the 
Lutheran Settlement. A Devotional period was conducted the first 
hour and a social period the second hour. Miss Ann Langrell, Mis- 
sionary Secretary of the District, was the speaker. The program 
also included installation of officers and new Leagues. 


As we look over reports of work being done here and there 
from time to time we rejoice in our past accomplishments, pray for 
guidance and help to correct our faults and weaknesses, and hope 
for greater things to come as we place our time and talents in the 
hands of the Master, as youth interested in the extension of Christ’s. 
Kingdom and the work of the Luther League of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. May this be our fulfillment in this new year 
of 1940! 

ANNA M. SCHLEGEL, Publicity Chairman 


Lu Memoriam 


Another of our faithful pioneers enters 
The Church Triumphant 


GEORGE HENRY SCHNUR, D.D. 


Dr. Schnur was born at Vandalia, Ill., January 24, 1861, 
and died at Erie, Pa., October 26, 1939. He graduated from 
Carthage College in 1882 with the A.B. degree, and from 
Gettysburg Seminary in 1886. He was licensed by the Central 
Illinois Synod in 1885 and ordained by the Nebraska Synod 
in 1886. In 1890 he received the degree of A.M. from Car- 
thage College. The degree of Doctor cf Divinity was con- 
ferred upon him in 1920 by Wittenberg College. Dr. Schnur 
served pastorates: St. Mark’s, Omaha, Neb., 1886-89; 
Nevada, Ia., 1889-93; St. Mark’s, Evansville, Ind., 1893-95; 


Paris, O., 1896-99; Chillicothe, O., 1899-1906; St. Paul, 
Minn., 1906-14; Zelienople, Pa., 1914-18; Grace, Erie, Pa., 
1918 to retirement. From 1898 to 1917 Dr. Schnur was 


editor of “Luther League Topics.” At the time of his death 
he was Statistical Secretary of the Pittsburgh Synod. Dr. 
Schnur was married to Miss Nina Charles, July 30, 1889 and 
to them were born five children. Funeral services were held 
from the Luther Memorial Church, Erie. Interment was made 


in the Wintergreen Gorge Cemetery at Erie. 
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Conict Topics For January 


Theme For The Month: 
“Into The New Year With Jesus” 


January 7, 1940 
First Sunday after Trinity 
WHAT AM I LIVING FOR? 


I Corinthians 10:31-33 
(Rev. John H. Deutschlander, Johnstown, Pa.) 


Suggested Program 
Silent Prayer 
Hymn: “Great God! We Sing Thy Mighty Hand’ (PSH 349) 
Psalm 116 


Announce the Topic, directing attention to the positive answer of 
the Scripture lesson. 


Read the Scripture: I Corinthians 10 :31-33 

Prayer 

Hymn: “O That The Lord Would Guide My Ways” (PSH 232) 
Presentation of the Topic and Discussion 

Offering 

Hymn: “Jesus, Still Lead On” (PSH 215) 

The Lord’s Prayer 


Suggested Prayer 


Our gracious heavenly Father, we thank Thee for our creation 
and preservation. Help us to live unselfish lives and wholly dedicate 
ourselves to the service of our fellow-men and to the advancement 
of Thy Kingdom on earth. Strengthen our faith that we may perse- 
vere when we are tempted to live for self and the temporary glories 
of the world. May we experience the genuine joys that are derived 
as we journey homeward, to Thee, on the way of Christ. Amen. 


Helpful Bible Readings 
Joshua 24:15. “Choose you this day whom ye will serve. . . 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 


Micah 6:8. ‘‘What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 


Matthew 16:26. ‘‘What is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul?’ 

Galatians 2:20. “‘The life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himseli 
for me.” 


I Peter 2:9. ‘Ye are a chosen generation . .. that ye may 
show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light.’ 


The Topic 
“Grandly begin, though thou hast time for but a line; 
Be that sublime! Not failure, but low aim, is crime.”’ 
—Source Unknown 


) 


“Why are we here?’ is a ‘question that puzzled man- 
kind has asked for many centuries. “Why am I living?” 
Here is a question that ought to command our earnest 
and wholehearted attention as we enter upon a new 
year. We are curious to question and thrill at being 
questioned, yet few take time to ask themselves “What 
am I living for?’ and fewer still can answer. Life’s 
grandest question for many remains unuttered and un- 
answered. 


Some years ago a rich man rowed his boat far out 
into Lake Constance. His body was recovered and a 
note in the empty boat, reading: “I have nothing to live 
for anymore.” He who seemed to have everything that 


the world could offer, had found no purpose potent 
enough to justify another day of life. Somehow life for 
him had become tasteless. Its salty tang was gone and 
with it his appetite for more. He had experienced the 
everlasting truth that “life doth not consist in the 
abundance of the things which a man possesseth.” ‘‘What 
am I living for?” His misguided life had found no 
answer. 


A Christless Answer 


“T have much to live for,” another answers and be- 
gins to enumerate what he considers valid purposes for 
living. No, he would never be co stupid as to kill him- 
self over a silly question. He had plenty of answers. 
Was he not enjoying his life? Did he not live precisely 
as his desires prompted him? He was going to get the 
most out of life by enjoying as many of its thrills as life 
could offer and he could stand. There was no room for 
a “divine purpose,” no “seeing eye to eye” with God, no 
concern over the fate of the soul—as long as the body 
was fairly comfortable. In this Christless view of the 
purpose of life lies the answer to the “why?” of the 
greater part of life’s crushing problems. With this atti- 
tude toward the meaning of life, prevalent among vast 
numbers of people, is it any wonder that ideals are 
generally low and that lives are lived even lower? 

Have you ever paused to consider some of the most 
destructive consequences that this unholy and shallow 
view of life develops day by day? Here are a few: 


Utterly selfish and self-centered living. 
A clamoring to be served rather than to serve others. 
Disregard for the rights of others. 


A tendency to “beat” the other fellow, regardless of 
means employed. 


Lack of sympathy and understanding for the prob- 
lems and hardships of others. 


Disregard for authority, lawlessness. 
Denial of God and of sin. 


Furthermore, the Christless answer to “What am 
I living for?” lays great stress on material values while 
spiritual things, matters of character building, are bland- 
ly ignored. Hence, a false sense of life standards. Such 
folks, when speaking of “higher standards of living,” 
think of splendidly furnished homes, high wages and 
easy access to the more expensive pleasures of life. Few 
include in these “higher standards” such things as a sin- 
cere and deep faith in God, betterment of the soul, love 
and devotion to others and all the high virtues of Christ’s 
way of life. “What am I living for?” Ah, the most pro- 
found yearnings of the soul of man throughout the ages 
have sung of a purpose worthy of that soul and its 
Creator! 
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The Answer of Jesus 


“Beloved, now are we the sons of God.” Not just 
cogs in a senseless, mechanistic and chaotic universe— 
not mere “accidents” in the crazy process of an evolu- 
tion—not helpless pawns in the hands of a blind destiny 
—but sons and daughters of the Most High. “In Him 
we live and move and have our being.” “What am I 
living for?” 


I am living, first of all, for my God and Father, 
“Who has created . and redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned creature, ... that I may be His own, and 
live under Him in His Kingdom.” This is the answer of 
Christians. Let the new year find us ready to “live unto 
Him.” Let His will and purpose for us be our first aim. 
In His eyes, if not in the world’s, the soul of man is 
precious and worthy of redemption at any cost. Shall 
this priceless part of our nature suffer neglect and abuse, 
or even destruction, through godless and mistaken liv- 
ing? Shall its glorious possibilities lie forever buried 
under the ruins of a reckless and Christless life? What 
am I living for? Not just “to keep up the process,” as 
someone has put it, but to glorify my Creator and Re- 
deemer, and to witness unto Him. The First Command- 
ment is an expression also of our First Duty and of the 
chief Purpose of our life, “that we should fear, love and 
trust in God above all things.” Without Him life is 
indeed meaningless, empty and vain. With Him it is 
worth living no matter what the sacrifices. 


I am also living for others. As long as this is our 
purpose for living life will continue to be “crammed full” 
of meaning, and there should be no dull hour. “Bear ye 
one another’s burden and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 
We shall in no wise lack of such employment as long 
as there are “others” on earth. Whatever your life’s oc- 
cupation, you will always have the thrilling experience 
of living for others beckoning you. There are no unem- 
ployed in the ranks of those who strive to ease the bur- 
dens of others. They feel the full impact of a life rich 
in purpose, with a variety of possible avenues of service 
to others ever opening before them. For such life never 
grows stale nor regrettable. They literally “lose their 
lives” in selfless devotion to others, and lo, they reap 
the fullness of life. 


Questions 
1. What do you consider as one of li’e’s most im- 
portant questions? 


2. As Christians, what are we living for? 
3. Does the beginning of a new year lend special 
significance to our topic of “What Am I Living For?” 


4. Why not let everyone choose his own life pur- 
pose? 


5. Why should we have such great concern over 
the purpose of our life? 


6. To whom should we turn in our quest for the 
purpose of living? Why? 

7. What are some of the consequences of a self- 
centered life? 


8. What does our Lord mean when He says: “He 
that loseth his life for my sake and the gospel’s’ shall 
find it?” 
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January 14, 1940 
Transfiguration 


WHY DO I NEED JESUS? 


Romans 7 :18-25 
(Rev. John H. Deutschlander, Johnstown, Pa.) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: ‘Another Year Is Dawning’? (PSH 351) 
Psalm 121 


Announce the Topic, calling attention to the Scripture Lesson as it 
answers the questions of our Topic. 


Read the Scripture: Romans 7 :18-25 

Prayer 

Hymn: “I Need Thee, Precious Jesus” (PSH 268) 
Presentation of the Topic and Discussion 

The Offering 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour’? (PSH 236) 
The Lord’s Prayer 


Suggested Prayer 


Our God and Father, we humbly acknowledge our inability alone 
to withstand temptation and to conquer the terror of sin. Grant 
us to hold fast to Thy Word and to rely on our deliverance from evil 
through Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, Thou alone canst defend us from 
all evil and lead us in the paths of righteousness. Grant by Thy aid 
we may overcome the weakness of our flesh. Help us to fight the 
good fight of faith through Him Who for us and for our deliverance 
overcame sin and death. Hear us in the Name of Jesus our Saviour. 
Amen. 


Helpful Bible Readings 


John 6:68, 69. ‘Then Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shalt 
we go? Thou has the words of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.” 


John 14:6. ‘Jesus said unto him: I am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 


John 15:5. “I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and [I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without Me ye can do nothing.” 


Acts 4:11,12. ‘‘This is the Stone which was set at naught of 
you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is 
there salvation in any other: For there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 


Philippians 4:13. “I can do all things through Christ Who 
strengtheneth me.” 3 


Why Do I Need Jesus? 


Lord, to whom except to Thee 
Shall our wandering spirits go, 
Thee whom it is light to see, 
And eternal life to know 
“What this country needs is a good five-cent cigar.” 
We smile as we hear this statement and pass it up as 
a joke, but does it not remind us of the appallingly 
superficial view that some folks have of life’s greatest 
needs? Ask people what they think is their greatest 
need and you will receive a variety of answers, and not 
many will think of Jesus. This may be because they 
have not gone deep enough in their quest for life’s great- 
est need. Hence, some will say, “we need social security,” 
others, ‘we need a better grade of politicians,’ others 
again, “more respect for law and order, greater trade and 
further expansion of our commerce.” All but the Su- 
preme Need will thus be mentioned. 


At the beginning of any new venture it is well for 
us to check on our resources as well as on our lacks. At 
the beginning of a new year it is especially desirable 
that we know our most urgent needs. True to sin- 
blinded human nature, most people look for these needs 
in the world that surrounds them rather than within 
themselves. We discover with amazing speed what is 
wrong with the “world” while the crying needs of our 
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own souls are conveniently overlooked. Do not mis- 
understand. Of course, most people are quick to tell the 
world what they need in material goods—but the needs 
of the soul, the most neglected yet the most glorious 
part of man, are often forgotten. Let us discover the 
need of the inner man, the soul, and we shall in due time 
find the outer necessities also filled. The world is in a 
state of confusion not because “things are confused,” 
but rather because the souls of men are adrift and with- 
out a pilot. It is not the “things” of the world that need 
to be changed so much as we ourselves, in our inmost 
being, have need of a change for the better. 


Yet we cannot change ourselves by ourselves. Jesus, 
with the certainty of the Creator and Redeemer, said: 
“Without Me ye can do nothing.” Why do I need Jesus? 


I need Jesus because of what I am and hope to be. 
The world’s curse is sin, and sin is the transgression of 
the will of God. 

I am a sinner, “conceived and born in sin” as the 
Scriptures and my whole nature testifies. My whole 
being is stunted and hindered by the presence of sin. 
My life is in many ways out of harmony with the will 
of God, yes, it oftentimes runs counter to His command- 
ment. This explains the greater part of my life-problems. 
This condition cannot simply be “explained away” or 
minimized or blamed on others. Such things as selfish- 
ness, unbelief, hate and a host of evil desires and habits 
are my and all mankind’s greatest impediments. They 
have produced physical, mental and spiritual disintegra- 
tion and decay. ‘Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou Who changest not, abide with me.” 


I cannot transform and redeem myself. The ages 
have proved that there is nothing purely human that 
can help us overcome sin. The rolling stone cannot stop 
itself. Well do we confess that “if we thus examine our- 
selves, we shall find in us nothing but sin and death, 
from which we can in no wise set ourselves free.” St. 
Paul had reached this conclusion when he said: “O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?” Improving outward living condi- 
tions, raising material standards of living is not sufficient 
to reach the inmost being of man and to change and re- 
generate it. No surgeon’s scalpel can perform that kind 
of operation, except the heavenly Physician, Jesus! 


Intelligence and secular education are no guarantee 
for a regenerate soul. Worldly wisdom alone has proved 
to be of little avail in the solution of life problems. God- 
lessness and sin have warped even the reasoning powers 
of man. Many folks “know” right from wrong, and yet 
they persist in doing wrong. 


I need Jesus because of what He is. When Jesus 
came into this world there came a momentous turning 
point in its history. Within three short years He laid the 
foundations for the most marked change in the life of 
mankind. There is no name under heaven that has done 
more to raise up sin-ridden humanity, even here in this 
earthly life, than Jesus Christ, who came forth from 
God. He is not just another teacher or reformer—He is 
the only competent and complete Saviour from the 
Terrible Three—sin, death and the devil. Philosophers 
have philosophized, reformers have reformed, but no one 
has ever brought the positive and undisputed hope and 
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help of the Son of God. Though nations are at war and 
sin still ravages the world, His Figure looms large over 
all as the only Hope of the world. He is my hope and 
yours this year and for all eternity, because He alone has 
authority and power to transform us, in spite of our- 
selves, into the redeemed sons and daughters of God. 
He fills our every need. 


Questions 
1. Is one religion just as good as another? 
2. What part does our faith play in the new year? 
3. What is there that neither wealth nor education 
can procure for us? 
4. Is 
Teacher?” 


it sufficient to regard Jesus as “a great 


5. How can Jesus help us? 


6. Mention life-experiences that indicated to you 
why you need Jesus. 


7. What are some of the things that people are 
trying to substitute in place of the Saviour? 


8. Are secular education, brilliancy of mind and 
adoption of the newest scientific methods a guarantee to 
successful living? 


9. Mention life’s greate:t obstacle. 


January 21, 1940 
Septuagesima Sunday 


HOW DOES JESUS GUIDE? 
John 14:26; 16:12-14 
(Rev. John H. Deutschlander, Johnstown, Pa.) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire’ (PSH 106) 
Psalm 111 
Announce the Topic, calling attention to the Scripture Lesson as it 
answers the question of our Topic. 
Read the Scripture: John 15:26; 16:12-14 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Holy Ghost, With Light Divine’ (PSH 103) 
Presentation of the Topic and Discussion 
The Offering 
Hymn: ‘* Come, Gracious Spirit’? (PSH 104) 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Suggested Prayer 

O God, the Holy Spirit, Who art the Light of the believer and 
the Guide into all Truth, make our hearts Thy dwelling-place. Do 
Thou. brighten the darkness of our path through life that we may 
walk the way of Christ, that we may know and love the Truth He 
taught, and that above this world’s conflicting voices we may ever 
hear and follow the call of Him Who has promised us His gracious 
guidance, Amen. 

O Christ, Thou Saviour of all who trust in Thee, without 
Whom our life and earthly knowledge is vain and weak, grant unto 
us, as Thou hast promised, the unfailing guidance of Thy Holy 
Spirit; that in all our thoughts, words and deeds we may be led 
to do Thy will, Who livest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end, Amien. 


Helpful Bible Readings 


Acts 1:1-8 

Acts 2:1-13 

Mark 13:11 

Luke 12:11, 12 

Acts 7:51 

Acts 8:14-17 

Acts 15:28 

I Corinthians 2:7-16 
O that the Lord would guide my ways 
To keep His statutes still! 
O that the Lord would grant me grace 
To know and do His will! 
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How does Jesus guide? How can we be guided on 
our way of life by the Risen Saviour of Whom we con- 
fess that He is now at the right hand of God the Father, 
from whence He shall come again to judge the living 
and the dead? 

With this question we are touching one of the sub- 
limest mysteries and miracles of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Many revolutionary world movements, backed 
at one time by capable leadership and great throngs of 
followers, with ample material resources, have been 
broken up and have lost themselves like water in sand, 
because their leaders were gone, or, because they were 
unable to cope with their problems. 

Yet here is the Church of Christ, in all its human 
frailty and with all its faults, an institution that has 
weathered the severest storms of twenty centuries. 
Amidst trials and persecutions, amidst criticism and ridi- 
cule, faced by seemingly insurmountable obstacles, the 
Church has grown and conquered, guided in a baffling 
and mysterious manner. The early disciples dreaded to 
lose the heartening leadership of Jesus when He an- 
nounced to them His impending departure. However, 
He dispelled their anxiety by promising them reliable 
guidance through the medium of the Holy Spirit. Bodily 
He would be removed from them, and yet they were 
to feel His guiding influence in an even greater measure 
than before. He would make His guidance available not 
only to the Twelve, but to all believers and for all time, 
through the gift of the Holy Ghost. God, through the 
Holy Ghost, was to dwell in the hearts of all believers 
in Christ, to guide, to comfort and to sanctify them. 

How do we avail ourselves of His unfailing guid- 
ance? The Scriptures plainly state that the Holy Spirit 
is always in and with the Word of God. The early dis- 
ciples did not receive the fulness of the Holy Spirit's 
guidance until they had heard the Word of God and had 
come to faith in Christ. 

If we wish to be guided in some task by one of our 
fellowmen, we must lend a willing ear to him and must 
understand his language. If we desire the guidance of 
our Saviour, Christ, we must learn and believe His Word, 
and then we shall be ready to understand the language 
of His Spirit—only then shall we be able to interpret 
His promptings. Let us keep in mind that many are 
left without the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and this not 
because He is not available to them, but because they 
have resisted Him. The Holy Spirit’s guidance, though 
offered to all, is not forced on any one. Yet the same 
Spirit “Who spake by the prophets” and by Whose 
gracious power the Church has been guided throughout 
the years, will dwell also in us as we willingly hear and 
learn the Word of God. 

The Holy Spirit is ours also, literally, for the ask- 
ing. “How much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” (Luke 11:13) 
We should continually pray for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, even as we pray continually for the coming of the 
Kingdom of God. Prayer is more than mere petition. 
It is the opening of the heart to God. Our inmost being 
opens up to receive His greatest blessings. Hence, as 
we pray for the Holy Spirit of God we are also in a 
sense “tuning in” on His powerful and sweeping waves. 

As we look for guidance in this life, and as our 
thoughts turn to our Saviour, let us not forget to pray 
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for the gift of the Holy Spirit. We need not be con- 
cerned with “methods rare” in the marvelous guidance 
of the Spirit—this we shall gladly leave with God. He 
knows best of all how to impress us with His truth. He 
Who “points the clouds their course, Whom winds and 
seas obey—He shall direct thy wandering feet, He shall 
prepare thy way.” 

The closer we draw to God, the more and the 
stronger do we feel His guidance—the more certain are 
we of the Holy Spirit’s action within us. To the layman 
the clattering of the telegraph means nothing but noise; 
to the trained telegrapher, however, the seemingly in- 
coherent sound spells a positive message. Thus it is with 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance. The more we are trained in 
the Word of God, the more we learn to speak the lan- 
guage of God in life and prayer, the surer we are of the 
Lord Jesus’ guidance by the power of the Holy Ghost. 


Questions 


1. Is the message of Jesus sufficient to guide us? 


2. How did the prophets of old and the apostles 
know what to teach? 


3. Is the guidance of the Holy Spirit intended for 
all people? 

4. What must we do in order to receive the Holy 
Spirit? 

5. Can we explain the Holy Spirit’s method of 
guidance? 


6. Does the Holy Spirit’s guidance cover only mat- 
ters of faith? 


7. When does the Spirit’s guidance avail us nothing? 


January 28, 1940 
Sexagesima Sunday 


LUTHER LEAGUE MISSIONARY DAY 


Matthew 28:18-20; John 21:15-17 


Our Missionary Objective : 
in Cprica 


“EIGHT DAYS IN A HAMMOCK” 
by 


MR. ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 
President of The Luther League of America 


This program is in pamphlet form and it con- 
tains program, suggestions for the meeting and 
interesting facts concerning Africa and our Mis- 
sionary work. 


This pamphlet is free to all Leagues receiving an offer- 
ing for the Missionary Project of The Luther League of 
America. Each League is limited to twelve copies. 


Order from 
The Luther League of America 


405 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia, 


1228 Spruce Street Penna. 
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INTERMEDIATE TOPICS FOR JANUARY 


An attempt is herewith made to take the word ‘Intermediate’ and build a month’s theme around 
each one of its twelve letters, with each Sunday in each month having a one-word title, beginning with the 


letter for the month, and followed by a sub-title. 
‘T’ Series,” 


) For instance, the month of January will be called “The 
with the first Sunday’s title to read, “Inspiration—The Person I Hope To Become.” 


Theme for the Month: “‘The ‘I’ Series’ 


January 7, 1940 
INSPIRATION—THE PERSON I HOPE 


TO BECOME 
John 1:12; Philippians 3:7-14 
(By Rev. David E. Kinsler, Parkersburg, West Virginia) 


Suggested Program 


Hymn: “Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us” 
Scripture Lesson: John 1:12; Philippians 3:7-14 
Prayer 

Hymn: ‘Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 


Study of the Topic 

Questions and Discussion 

Offering 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
Prayer—Lord’s Prayer 


This month we will work with a topic that is very 
close to you. The subject we will discuss for this meet- 
ing is you. We will try to get a picture of what you are 
like, not just your looks, but your conversation, actions, 
desires, and habits. To do this, let us have a little quiz. 
You have a pencil and paper (or the typed questions if 
they have been prepared by the leader). Now let us 


grade them. 
Group No. 1—Am I careful of what I say? 
A. Is my conversation wholesome?........ 


Ba Doslespeakkindlymot othersr 4-47. o- 
C. Do I speak words of encouragement?......... 
If I am very careful of what I say, I will get 5 
for each; if I am slightly careless, but am trying to 
improve, I will get 3 for each; if I am very careless, 
I will get 1. 
Group No. 2—Am I careful of what I do? 


B. Am I willing to do my part even though an- 
other may get the credit?........ 
C. Am I selfish or considerate of others?......... 
Grade this group the same as Group No. 1. 


Group No. 3—What do I want? 


Ne mEVOnOIy eee ter Chan CeqtOmsSeiviecnrr ene: Praise 
So ane SECunitvenpe ea RICKES: mili eace 
ee es Recognition......Contentment...... 


Pick three and number them 1, 2, 3, for first, 
second, and third choice. If you picked “A chance 
to serve,” you get 5; “Peace and Honor’’—3; “Con- 
tentment” and ‘“Security’—2; others—l. 


Group No. 4—What are my habits? 


A. General—Cleanliness........ Politeness....... 
Thoughtfulness........ GN mititinessmmprtstss) ie) s 
TTONCSLY.. 60-05 0 Pruthtainess:= one. 


B. Spiritual 


Do I attend Church regularly?.,...... 
Do I attend Luther League regularly?...... 


Do I pray regularlyras. 3... 
Grade this group the same as Group No. 1. 
If I am perfect, I can get 101; the medium 
grade is about 50. What did you get? 
By this picture of ourselves we can see that there 
is plenty of room for improvement if we are to become 


the person we would hope to be. How may we improve 
ourselves? Let us look at the things we have checked. 
There is conversation, action, desires, and habits. If 
we were to improve these, we would be nearer our 
goal. Let us take them one at a time and see what we 
can do about them. 
Conversation 
We talk a lot and often do not think of the results 
of some of our conversation. We should always be 
careful of what we say. We can help others by being 
thoughtful and encouraging them. If we are really en- 
couraging others, they may be more willing to try, and 
may finally become inspired by our encouragement. We 
will be better if we are more careful of what we say, 
and we can help others to be better, too. Let us fol- 
low Christ in our conversation. He always helped other 
people and encouraged them to do their very best to 
be better. 
Actions 
An old saying puts it this way: “Your actions speak 
so loudly that I cannot hear what you say.” We must 
always be careful of what we do. It won’t do much good 
for us to talk about the fine and good things if we are 
not willing to do them. We must help others by action 
as well as by word. Take a little time each day to lend 
a helping hand to someone. You will enjoy it. 
Desires 
We generally work harder for those things we want 
most. We can teach ourselves to want the better things 
of life if we will read good literature, choose good com- 
panions, and most important of all, let God have a place 
in our lives. God will lead us toward the best in life 
if we will ask Him to direct us. 
Habits 
Did you ever think of the many things you do just 
by habit? There are many of them, in just the everyday 
things of life. We have checked some of them—Clean- 
liness, Politeness, Thoughtfulness, Thriftiness, Honesty, 
and Truthfulness. These are all things we should culti- 
vate in our habits. With these, we can have a fine moral 
basis upon which to build our spiritual lives. Now for 
the Spiritual. Here we have our Sunday School, Church, 
Luther League, Bible and Prayers. With these we can 
build a wonderful spiritual life that will inspire us to be 
the best, yes, the very best we possibly can. With the 
inspiration we receive in our Church, by the various or- 
ganizations, such as the Sunday School and Luther 
League, we are preparing ourselves to become real 
Christian boys and girls. Through the reading of the 
Bible we learn of what God would have us do. We find 
that God sent His Son to show us how to live and that 
Jesus has promised to send the Holy Spirit into our 
lives to inspire us in our Christian living. Then the real 
inspiration comes from God. Yes, when we ask God to 
help us, we are sure we can succeed. Let us determine 
to become better boys and girls. 
The questions you have graded this evening will 
help you. Take them home and place them on the table 
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near your bed and each day check them to see if you 
have improved. 

For our next meeting we will discuss our part in 
this program of becoming what we would like to be. 
The leader for wext sunday, willibea-nceresete eer 
He will assign the Topics of Conversation, Actions, De- 
sires and Habits at this time and we will have a very 
brief discussion of them next week. Look up some 
Bible passages to find what God says about these 
things. 

I would like to read a poem for you that will give 
us something to think of this week. 


It Takes Courage 

To live according to our convictions. 

To be what you are and not pretend to be what you 
are not. 

To say “No” squarely and firmly when those around 
you say “Yes.” 

To refuse to do a thing which is wrong because others 
do it, or because it is customary and is done in 
trade. 

To stay home evenings and try to improve yourself 
when your comrades spend their evenings having a 
good time. 

To remain in honest poverty while others grow rich by 
questionable methods which you could easily use 
yourself. 

To refrain from gossip when others about you delight 
innits 

To stand up for an absent person who is being abused. 

Not to bend the knee to popular prejudice, but stand 
firmly erect while others are bowing and fawning 
for praise and power. 


Recite the following in unison and close with the 
Lord’s Prayer: 
Help our lips to praise Thee, 
Help our hands to serve Thee, 
Help our hearts to love Thee, 
Forever. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, etc. 


January 14, 1939 
INITIATIVE—IT’S UP TO ME 


Hebrews 6:11, 12 
(By Rev. David E. Kinsler, Parkersburg, West Virginia) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: “Thy Life Was Given For Me” 
Scripture Lesson: Hebrews 6:11, 12 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” 
Study of Topic 
Offering 
Hymn: “Forth In Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” 
Closing Prayer—Lord’s Prayer 
Introduction 

Following the topic theme of this month, we con- 
tinue our discussion of the “I” series. There is a fascina- 
tion about dealing squarely with yourself, for here you 
cannot pretend. “I am what I am” and when I face 
myself, I cannot help but admit that I can easily im- 
prove what I am if I will show some Initiative. Last 
Sunday topics were assigned on Conversation, Actions, 
Desires and Habits. We will hear these presentations 
at this time. 
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Comment 

From these topics it is very clear that we are re- 
sponsible for our own lives. No one else can take my 
place. I am in the position of being me and ‘if this 
person me is to grow and become better, I must do it. 
D. L. Moody has said: “I can hire a man to do some 
work, but I cannot hire a man to do my work.” How 
true this is. There are certain things that I must do. 
The most important of these is the development and 
control of myself. Every day I live, I must make myself 
better or worse. Each day is a period of its own and if 
I fail to improve today, I have lost that chance. Time 
does not return so I must be busy now. How important 
it*is then, to be busy with my work. 

Initiative 

The beginning. There must be a beginning to 
everything, and just as there must be a beginning there 
must be a beginner. Unless we want to follow someone 
else all of our lives, we must use our power to start 
something ourselves. There is a real pleasure in doing 
the thing just a little better, just a little faster, and we 
are growing as we do it. P. H. Hayward had this in 
mind when he wrote: 


It is easy to foot the trodden path 

Where thousands walked before, 

It is simple to push my fragile bark 

Past the reef of a charted shore. 

I find it good to ride the road, where others laid the rail. 
It is well to test the ocean’s strength, 

Where others also sail. 

But when a dream enslaves a man, a dream of the vast untrod, 
A deam that says, “Strike out with me, 

Strike out or part with God.” 

A dream that leads to an untried path 

Where unknown tempests blow, 

And the only chart a man can boast is his will 

That bids him go. 

An, then, my soul, bethink yourself! 

For God has spread His scroll, to test the stuff of your 
Rough hewn faith, and the fiber of your soul. 


Much of the unattained can be ours if we will make 
use of the power we have. Is there anything so pitiful 
as a puppy that has been scared? He is afraid to come 
close for he fears he will be kicked so the poor little 
fellow just sticks his tail between his legs and cowers 
away. Too often we are just like the little puppy. We 
try something new and it doesn’t work as we had hoped, 
or it takes a little more time than we thought, or some- 
one says something to us and we become discouraged 
and stop trying. Why where is your power to begin? 
What kind of fiber is in your soul? Where is your faith? 
When we are working for the right let us give time, 
energy, patience, and prove we are not the type to quit. 


Building Ideals 

When a workman starts to build a house he follows 
a set of well-laid-out plans. We must have plans for 
our life if we hope to get satisfactory results. So we set 
certain goals and ideals before us for which we strive 
and then we push forward with all of our might to at- 
tain that for which we seek. James Allen has said it 
very forcefully in the following: 


Ideals 

As you think, you travel; 

tract. j 

You are today where your thoughts have brought 

you; you will be tomorrow where your thoughts take 
you. 


and as you love, you at- 
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You cannot escape the results of your thoughts, 
but you can endure and learn, can accept and be glad. 

You will realize the vision (not the idle wish) of 
your heart, be it base or beautiful, or a mixture of both, 
for you will always gravitate towards that which you, 
secretly, must love. 

In your hands will be placed the exact results of 
your thoughts; you will receive that which you earn; no 
more, no less. 

Whatever your present environment may be, you 
will fall, remain or rise with your thoughts, your wis- 
dom, your ideal. 

You will become as small as your controlling desire; 
as great as your dominant aspiration. 

Let us strive to make the returns of our work for 
the League and Christ, of real value. We know that we 
will have just what we deserve for the initiative ex- 
pressed. We cannot escape the fact that it is up to us 
With this knowledge we feel a need for help. Next 
Sunday we will discuss our asking God to be our Helper. 
RIC eee aterersinrers wecars teats ce. 5 Sabena will be the leader. She will 
assign’ the following topics: “When Should I Pray?” 
“What Should I Pray?” “How Should I Pray?” 

Recite the following in unissn and close with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
will be strong! 
am not here to play, to dream, to drift; 
will not shun the struggle— 
will face it; ’tis God’s gift. 


rH RY 


Our Father, who art in heaven, etc. 


January 21, 1939 
INTERCESSION—CALLING ON GOD TO HELP 


John 4:10-24; Matthew 6:6 
(By Rev. David E. Kinsler, Parkersburg, West Virginia) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: ‘‘Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
Scripture Lesson: John 4:10-24; Matthew 6:6 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Lord, Teach Us How To Pray” 
Study of Topic 
Questions and Answers 
Offering 
Hymns: ‘‘What a Friend We Have In Jesus” 
“Saviour, Breathe An Evening Blessing’ 
Introduction 

In concluding the series of topics on the subject of 
“T,” we are turning to God for help. We have learned 
of the great responsibility that is ours in living our 
lives right and now we look to God for help. We know 
there is no one else who can give us the real inspira- 
tion of life. The true meaning of everything that is 
good and fine is found in the teachings of our Lord. 
So let us discuss the time, the reason, and the purpose 
for praying. Three topics were assigned last Sunday 
on, “When Should I Pray?” “Why Should I Pray?” 
and “How Should I Pray?” We will hear these now. 


Comment 
It is very clear that we should make our prayer 
lives a very important part of our living. Our prayers 
should come before God as a morning sacrifice, and as 
an evening offering. Prayer should be a very important 
part of our everyday lives. We should pray for grace, 
strength, and wisdom. Our prayers should always recog- 
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nize God as the Supreme Judge. We should not ask 
Him to do the things we may be capable of doing our- 
selves with His help. Prayer should not be used as 
an elevator to take us up to greater heights of joy and 
peace, but rather as a rope by which we can climb to 
greater heights. We must do our part, not just ask 
and then wait. The how of prayer is a very important 
part of our prayer lives. Not just the physical part or 
the mechanical part, but the spiritual part. We may 
pray standing, kneeling, sitting, or bowing, and yet 
pray sincerely. It is good to kneel in respect to God 
and in humility. This is a part of the mechanics. The 
important part is the spirit in which we pray. 


The Spirit of Prayer 

Devotional. When we pray there shculd be a deep 
spirit of devotion. We are speaking to God and we 
should conduct ourselves accordingly. If you were 
brought before the judge of a court, you would be polite 
and very careful of your actions. When we come before 
God we are facing the Judge of the world and should 
be very thoughtful of what we are doing. God is our 
Father. When we ask Father for something, we do not 
tell; we ask. So when we ask our Heavenly Father, 
let us remember His will comes first and we should 
ask Him to consider our request by His will, not ours. 
Thus we must pray in a spirit of worship and devotion. 

With Faith. No prayer is a real prayer that is not 
backed up with faith. We should never ask God to 
give us anything that we do not have faith enough to 
believe we can receive. We should at all times and in 
all prayers ask for a strengthening of our faith. It is 
faith that makes a prayer strong. With faith we can 
come to God and there find the greatest Friend we ever 
had. But if we do not believe Him, we should not ask 
Him to believe us when we tell Him of our needs and 
trials. 

In Jesus’ Name. All prayers should be uttered in 
Jesus’ Name. Jesus died that we might come before 
God and know that He will hear us. We have no fears 
as we pray for we know that The Son cf God has asked 
us to come to His Father, through Him. What a great 
comfort it is to know that we have a Friend to direct 
us to the Throne of God. Jesus is that Friend. He 
lived on this earth that we might have scmeone to speak 
for us. He died that we might have the forgiveness of 
our sins. God promised to hear us through His Son, 
therefore we should pray in the name of Jesus, knowing 
that He is ever before the throne of God ready to place 
our needs and requests before our Heavenly Fatner. 

Praise and Thanks. We should at all times give 
thanks and praise to God for the things we have through 
His mercy. If we stop to count our many blessings, 
we will find that we have plenty to be thankful for. A 
prayer that just asks God for things is selfish. We 
should give praise to God for His kindness and love 
and thank Him for His mercy and grace. He gave His 
Son for us that we might be free from sin. Surely we 
should be grateful for this great gift. So when we 
pray we should thank God for all the blessings that 
He has given. 

Pray from the heart. Our prayers should come 
from the heart. If we are reading a prayer, we should 
take time to study it and know what it is. A true 
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prayer should have a part of you in it. It is you com- 
ing to God and you should know what you are saying 
and what it means. Fine words and pretty phrases do 
not make a prayer. Your heart must be filled with the 
meaning and the purpose of the prayer to make it sin- 
cere and then there will be a real spirit of devotion and 
your faith will be greater. Let us, as the Intermediate 
League, put ourselves into our prayers. If we become 
a praying League, we will become a worshiping League 
and God will bless us. 

The Model Prayer. Jesus gave His disciples a model 
Prayer around which we can build our prayers. What 
was in that Prayer? Let us look very closely. ; 

Our Father who art in heaven—Here is a cheerful 
and confident coming to God. He is our Heavenly 
Father and we should come to Him often and with 
pleasure and confidence. 

Hallowed be Thy) name—We come in reverence 
asking that His name be hallowed and doing our part 
that it might be so. 

Thy Kingdom come—We ask that God might rule 
the world and us. We should help by bringing others 
to God. 

Thy will be done—We submit to the will of God. 
Not my will but Thine, O Lord. 

Give us this day our daily bread—God has given 
all things; we should thank Him as we pray. 

Forgive our trespasses—We are evil and here we 
ask forgiveness. We ask God to forgive as we forgive 
others, therefore, we should forgive. 

Lead us not into temptation—We ask God for 
strength that we may overcome the temptations we face. 

Deliver us from evil—We ask God that we may 
have courage and faith to live right and good. 

For Thine is the Kingdom, etc——Here we offer 
praise to God as the Maker and Giver of all things. 


. Conclusion 

In the “I” series we have looked forward to what 
we hope to be, and have found that we have much to do 
to make ourselves better. We have also found that 
we must show some initiative and do something about 
it ourselves. Today we see that we have one who is 
willing and anxious to help us to make our life the very 
best. Jesus asks us to come to Him and He will lead 
us to God. If we want to become great, we can by 
asking God to make us truly great in the greatness of 
God. For a concluding thought I will read a prayer 
written by Rev. George Croly, after which we will 
pray the prayer of our Lord. 


We Pray 


Spirit of God, do Thou possess my heart; 

Wean it from earth; through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 

And make me love Thee as I ought to love. 


I ask no dream, no prophet-ecstacies, 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
No angel visitant, no opening skies, 
But take the dimness of my soul away, 


Teach me to feel that Thou are always nigh; 
Teach me the struggle of soul to bear; 

To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh, 
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 


Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 
One Holy passion filling all my frame, 

The baptism of the Heaven-descending dove, 
My heart the altar, and Thyself the flame. 
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